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First Church is a member of the Habitat for Humanity Church CoaliƟon, which is sponsoring
the building of a house at 2235 N. 24th Place in Milwaukee.  Volunteers are needed to help with
framing.  To facilitate social distancing, the framing will be completed over 12 days with smaller
crews.  Work days are 8:15 am to 3:00 pm.  Please sign up by Wednesday the week prior to your
work day.  Choose from the proposed dates:

THURSDAYS FRIDAYS SATURDAYS
August 20                             August 21                             August 15
August 27                             August 28                             August 22
September 3                        September 4                        August 29
September 10                     September 11                     September 12
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    Sign-up online at mkehabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/churchcoaliƟon.  You will be prompted to
create an account and sign a waiver the first Ɵme you volunteer.  You must be age 18 or older.

Bring a mask, bring a lunch and bring hope to a family in need.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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      Ken Burns’ acclaimed documentary, The Civil War, refers to the amazing baƩlefield nurse, Mary Ann Bickerdyke,
as a Quaker.  She was a CongregaƟonalist. 

       Mary Ann Ball studied at Oberlin College, co-founded by CongregaƟonalist John Shipherd and one of few colleges
to admit women.  Her interest in herbal remedies served her well when worked as a nurse during the cholera epidemic
of 1837 in CincinnaƟ.  She seƩled into family life when she met Robert Bickerdyke, a widower with three children, and
had two children of her own.  Not long aŌer the family moved to Galesburg, Illinois, Robert and one child died. 
Mary Ann supported herself and her children by making botanical medicines and tending to the sick.  She also joined
the local CongregaƟonal Church pastored by Reverend Dr. Edward Beecher, founder of The CongregaƟonalist Magazine.

     Hearing of the deplorable condiƟons at the Union camp and hospital at Cairo, Illinois,  the congregaƟon collected money
and supplies. Mary Ann volunteered to deliver the donaƟon.  She leŌ her young children with a friend in Beloit, Wisconsin.
Mary Ann was horrified by the camp’s filthy condiƟons and set about saniƟzing tents, seƫng up field kitchens and creaƟng
laundries.  She had barrels made into tubs so the soldiers could bathe and dress in clean clothes.  In fact, she worked unƟl
the war’s end, following the armies of the western theatre and establishing more than 300 field hospitals.  With the help of
escaped slaves she tended the wounded during the day and, at nighƞall, carried a lantern into baƩlefield and retrieved wounded
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soldiers. They also cared for the cows and chickens Mary Ann acquired to provide soldiers with fresh eggs and dairy.  When a
soldier died, Mary Ann would send his personal affects to his family.  She provided excellent care to all, whether black or white –
Union or Confederate.  At the BaƩle of Vicksburg her determinaƟon rankled some of the staff.  General Grant was her champion,
so staff took their complaints to General Sherman.  He threw up his hands and said, “She outranks me!” For her part, Mary Ann
was driven by a divine calling.  She said, “I have a commission from God Almighty to do all I can for every miserable creature who
comes in my way; he is always sure of two friends, God and me.”

     Following the war, Mary Ann worked at the Home for the Friendless in Chicago.  With the aid of Colonel Charles Hammond,
a CongregaƟonalist and president of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, she helped 50 veterans’ families move to Kansas
as homesteaders. She later became an aƩorney, helping Union veterans with legal problems.

~~~

FYI….all email blasts come from Jill’s computer, you are welcome to respond to any email blast but know Jill receives it and will
forward your message to the appropriate person if need be.

Here are emails for others of our staff and you are welcome to email us anytime!

Bill          trumpb@firstchurchtosa.org
Barry     barry@firstchurchtosa.org
Marianne             marianne@firstchurchtosa.org

Jill’s other email:
Jill           jill@firstchurchtosa.org

Stay safe and healthy!

First CongregaƟonal Church of Wauwatosa
414-258-7375
www.firstchurchtosa.org
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