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     AŌer thoughƞul study and deliberaƟon, the First Church Council voted to resume
in-person worship on August 16th.  The Council’s decision balances the safety and well-
being of members with their needs for a meaningful worship experience. The format is
based on the reports of other churches in our area that have successfully resumed in-person
worship. The worship environment will look something like this:

A host in the Narthex will direct you to your seaƟng to ensure social distancing.
Masks must be worn at all Ɵmes. (We will provide masks for those without one.)
Plexiglas will be installed in front of the pulpit and lectern to allow leaders to
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           speak without a mask.
Child care will be available.
We will not have group hymn singing.
There is no gathering for fellowship aŌer the worship service.

Look for more details in the days ahead!

We invite you to parƟcipate in Sunday’s communion service!  Prepare a
bit of bread and a small glass of wine or grape juice and we will share
communion together.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday Under the Steeple, August 1 at 4 pm

Zoom InvitaƟon/InstrucƟons
You are encouraged to have a Bible available.

Join our Cloud HD Video MeeƟng

MeeƟng ID: 878 7864 6441
Password: 979263
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,87878646441#,,,,0#,,979263# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,87878646441#,,,,0#,,979263# US (Chicago)
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Dial by your locaƟon
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
MeeƟng ID: 878 7864 6441
Password: 979263
Find your local number: hƩps://us02web.zoom.us/u/k4uYOzaL9

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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John CoƩon (1585-1652), an English clergyman who became the preeminent minister and theologian of the MassachuseƩs
Bay Colony, coined the term CongregaƟonalist.  He referred to the unique polity of the New England churches as
CongregaƟonalism.

CoƩon was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge and Emmanuel College, a training college for Protestant preachers. 
While vicar at St. Botolph’s Church in Lincolnshire he built an impressive reputaƟon as a scholar and preacher.  
A Puritan, he wanted to rid the Church of England of its ceremonial trappings and adopt a simpler style of preaching and
worship.  Like other Puritans, he was not a SeparaƟst, hoping to reform the Church of England from within.

The Puritans weren’t popular with the English monarchy.  For a Ɵme, Puritan ministers were simply removed from their
churches if they came to the aƩenƟon of church authoriƟes. CoƩon was an accomplished diplomat – good at acknowledging
both sides of an argument and able to find a middle way.  In fact, he was able to thrive at St. Botolph’s for almost 20 years
because of his non-combaƟve style and his lenient bishops.  By 1632, church authoriƟes had become a lot tougher and were
persecuƟng religious non-conformists.  When CoƩon was called before them he went into hiding.  He, his wife, and his
stepdaughter boarded a ship for New England the following year.

CoƩon quickly became highly regarded as a minister and scholar in MassachuseƩs and was accepted as pastor of the Boston
church.  He generated more religious conversions in his first six months than had been made the previous year.  CoƩon, like most
Puritans, did not embrace the idea of religious freedom as we do now.  He wrote, “Democracy, I do not conceive that ever God
did ordain as a fit government either for church or Commonwealth.  If the people be governors, who shall be governed?”   He
was instrumental in banishing Roger Williams, Puritan minister and theologian who founded the Colony of Rhode Island, because

What's Happening - Week of August 2, 2020  

5 of 6 7/30/2020, 7:18 PM



Williams was an ardent advocate for religious freedom and tolerance, as well as the separaƟon of church and state.

CoƩon was at the center of his own controversy when he challenged the Calvinist theology of the Puritans.  Under Calvinism
all are sinners and God’s redempƟon is predesƟned, regardless of one’s faith or good works. CoƩon promoted good works and
advocated Free Grace, in which we receive eternal life when we accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God and our Savior.  These
conflicƟng theologies caused great turmoil and led to the banishment of many free grace adherents and ministers mentored
by CoƩon.  CoƩon himself survived this new controversy by mending his relaƟonship with his Calvinist peers.  He conƟnued to
preach at the Boston Church unƟl his death.

Weird fact:  According to a genealogical study of my paternal grandmother’s side of the family (the Cottons), John is an ancestor.
I think we look like twins.

Marianne

FYI….all email blasts come from Jill’s computer, you are welcome to respond to any email blast but know Jill receives it and will
forward your message to the appropriate person if need be.

Here are emails for others of our staff and you are welcome to email us anytime!

Bill          trumpb@firstchurchtosa.org
Barry     barry@firstchurchtosa.org
Marianne             marianne@firstchurchtosa.org

Jill’s other email:
Jill           jill@firstchurchtosa.org

Stay safe and healthy!

First CongregaƟonal Church of Wauwatosa
414-258-7375
www.firstchurchtosa.org
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