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       When the Pilgrims arrived in Plymouth in 1620 they wanted to live peacefully with the Indians.
John Eliot, born in Herƞordshire, England, was pastor of the CongregaƟonal church in Roxbury,
MassachuseƩs.  He had a deep concern for the indigenous people.  In fact, he came to believe that they
were the lost tribes of Israel.

     In 1646, Eliot began mission work among the local Mohican Indians, teaching them European methods
of farming and carpentry.  So they could read Scripture for themselves, Eliot invented an alphabet for their  
language and translated the Bible into the Mohican (or Algonquin) language.  He eventually translated 20
more books.  Eliot’s Indian Bible was the first Bible published in America – available before there was an
ediƟon of the Scriptures in English or any other European language.

     Eventually, Eliot founded 14 villages for his converts, who became known as the “Praying Indians.”
Each village included a CongregaƟonal church, and their government was similar to that of the
English-speaking Puritan communiƟes.  Eliot fought for Indian rights.  He brought cases to court in
support of their property rights, pleaded for clemency for Indian prisoners, fought the selling of
Indians into slavery, and established schools for the children.

     By 1675, the local tribes were growing increasingly suspicious of the European seƩlers.  FighƟng
broke out as local tribes tried to prevent the Europeans from building new seƩlements on their lands.
During King Philip’s War (1675-1676), most of Eliot’s villages were destroyed by the seƩlers.  Though
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he tried to rebuild, none were reestablished successfully.

     Eliot’s work inspired the BriƟsh Parliament to incorporate the Society for the PropagaƟon of the
Gospel in New England in 1649.  The Society was sƟll in existence and able to help Jonathan
Edwards in his work among the NaƟve Americans more than 100 years later.

FYI….all email blasts come from Jill’s computer, you are welcome to respond to any email blast but know Jill receives it and will forward your
message to the appropriate person if need be.

Here are emails for others of our staff and you are welcome to email us anytime!

Bill          trumpb@firstchurchtosa.org
Barry     barry@firstchurchtosa.org
Marianne             marianne@firstchurchtosa.org

Jill’s other email:
Jill           jill@firstchurchtosa.org

Stay safe and healthy!

First CongregaƟonal Church of Wauwatosa
414-258-7375
www.firstchurchtosa.org
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