
Subject: What's Happening - Week of May 10, 2020
From: First Church Tosa <firstchurchtosa@firstchurchtosa.org>
Date: 5/7/2020, 12:50 PM
To: First Church Tosa <firstchurchtosa@firstchurchtosa.org>

WHAT’S THE PLAN?

We are in Week 7 of Safer at Home and eager to be together again. First Church staff
and leadership have been discussing how and when we will begin holding regular
in-church worship services once again.  We are following guidelines of our State Government
and the guidance of the Wisconsin Council of Churches.

We are continuing to monitor the situation regarding when we can safely re-open the
church for worship services, meetings and activities. As of this date we will not resume in-person
worship until after the Memorial Day weekend.  In the meantime, we will keep you informed. 
We miss you all and hope you are well.

Bill Trump
trumpb@firstchurchtosa.org
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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     Washington Gladden was a CongregaƟonalist minister who penned hundreds of arƟcles and
authored nearly 40 books.  He also wrote the popular hymn, “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee.”
However, he is best known as the father of the Social Gospel Movement, which gave the Gospel a social
conscience.  

     Gladden believed in the redempƟon of individuals and social insƟtuƟons.  His Social Gospel perspecƟve
challenged local churches to take up issues of social jusƟce by standing with prisoners, the oppressed and
the sick, as Jesus did.  He was an advocate for labor rights, a living wage, racial jusƟce and world peace.  
He warned that widespread poverty and the concentraƟon of vast wealth in the hands of a few was
subversive to the very fabric of American society.  He called for the applicaƟon of the “Golden Rule”
to all economic, business, poliƟcal, and internaƟonal relaƟonships.  Teddy Roosevelt was a friend of
Gladden and a promoter of the Social Gospel.  In the early 20th century, Social Gospel proponents
campaigned to enact a whole host of progressive reform measures to empower the common
people against corporate monopolies and monied interests.  Their poliƟcal success in this brief period
is remarkable.  Between 1913 and 1920, four amendments to the ConsƟtuƟon were adopted to establish
a more just and equitable society.  In his final years, Gladden opposed American parƟcipaƟon in World War I.
His last book, The Forks of the Road, was an indictment of the growing spirit of militarism in America and
the church.

By Rev. Norm Erlendson

FYI….all email blasts come from Jill’s computer, you are welcome to respond to any email blast but know Jill receives it and will forward your
message to the appropriate person if need be.

Here are emails for others of our staff and you are welcome to email us anytime!

Bill          trumpb@firstchurchtosa.org
Barry     barry@firstchurchtosa.org
Marianne             marianne@firstchurchtosa.org
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Jill’s other email:
Jill           jill@firstchurchtosa.org

Stay safe and healthy!

First CongregaƟonal Church of Wauwatosa
414-258-7375
www.firstchurchtosa.org
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