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      Increase Mather was considered the most brilliant Puritan clergyman and
public figure of his day.  He was born to a clergyman and his wife in the
MassachuseƩs Bay Colony in 1639.  Unwilling to conform to the Church of
England, they had come to America for religious freedom. Interested in studying
religion, Increase Mather graduated from Harvard at 17 and gave his first sermon
at 18.  Moving to Ireland, he earned a master’s degree from Trinity College.  While
a student he was licensed as a Commonwealth Minister to two Irish churches by
Oliver Cromwell.  Following graduaƟon, he was chaplain to a garrison in the Channel
Islands for a few years.

In 1660,when the Puritan Commonwealth in England was replaced by the restoraƟon
of the monarchy and a return to the preeminence of the Anglican Church, Mather
returned home to become the pastor of Boston’s North Church. While there, he also
served as the president of Harvard College. Mather came of age as the leadership of the
Bay Colony was passing to the second generaƟon – a very tumultuous and challenging
Ɵme.  It was largely Increase Mather who shepherded the Colony through the upheaval,
both spiritually and poliƟcally.

     Mather was a prominent parƟcipant in the Reforming Synod of 1679-80.  Its delegates
called for Colony-wide repentance and rededicaƟon to ChrisƟan zeal and holiness in churches
and society. The Colony faced its greatest poliƟcal crisis in 1684 when the king revoked its
Charter and imposed direct royal rule, which abruptly denied the colonists any voice in their
governance. Edmund Andros was sent as the king’s governor to enforce royal decrees which
the colonists resisted as tyranny. Mather sailed to England to peƟƟon the king in Ɵme to witness
the “Glorious RevoluƟon” of 1688 in which James II was deposed. Mather was able to negoƟate
a new Charter that restored limited self-rule to the Bay Colony. Increase was also a voice of reason
that helped bring an end to the Salem witchcraŌ trials.

What's Happening - Week of April 26, 2020  

6 of 8 4/24/2020, 11:53 AM



What's Happening - Week of April 26, 2020  

7 of 8 4/24/2020, 11:53 AM



What's Happening - Week of April 26, 2020  

8 of 8 4/24/2020, 11:53 AM


