
SUNDAY WORSHIP ONLINE
December 13, 2020 ~ 10:00 am 

Third Sunday of Advent

 To access the service online
go to firstchurchtosa.org - home page.

Under Worship heading, click on December 13th Service.

THE PRELUDE                                      And the Glory of the Lord               arr. by Mark Hayes
                                                          Rhonda Kwiecien, Keyboard Musician

WELCOME                                                                                                         Rev. William S. Trump 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    Rev. Dr. Barry W. Szymanski      

A voice cries in the wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord.
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and hill be made low.
The uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Our Covenant

As followers of Jesus Christ, 
we commit ourselves to share in the worship and service of God, 

to grow in the knowledge and expression of our faith, 
to reach out with compassion to those in need, 

to treat each other with love and understanding, 
and to return to God a portion of God’s gifts.

First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa
1511 Church Street  •  Wauwatosa  •  Wisconsin 53213-2593
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Senior Minister   Rev. William S. Trump   trumpb@firstchurchtosa.org
Associate Minister of Pastoral Care    Rev. Dr. Barry W. Szymanski    barry@firstchurchtosa.org
Administrator   Jim Harris    jim@firstchurchtosa.org
Moderator     Harry Collis                         hcollis@twc.com

Church Office Hours:   Mon.-Thurs.: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Fridays: closed.
Office phone: 414-258-7375 / Minister on-call: 414-258-7378 (after hours)

Founded as an extension of the mission of the First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa, the Congregational Home,
creates and maintains a caring community for the elderly offering housing, health care and quality of life services.

President/CEO - Kris Sprtel-NHA, Chaplain – Dan Cunningham, Board Chair – Merrill York

Sunday Worship Service Preview - December 20, 2020
 Service is live-streamed online at 10 a.m.

Rev. William S. Trump
Rhonda Kwiecien, Keyboard Musician

Brett Hanisko, Soloist

Anthem:  The Birthday of a King
Text:  W. H. Neidlinger

In the little village of Bethlehem
there lay a child one day,
and the sky was bright

with a holy light
o’er the place where Jesus lay.

Alleluia
O! how the angels sang!
Alleluia! How it rang!

And the sky was bright
with a holy light,

‘twas the birthday of a King.

‘Twas a humble birthplace,
but O! how much God gave to us that day!
From the manger bed what a path has led,

what a perfect holy way.

Alleluia! O how the angels sang!
Alleluia! How it rang!

And the sky was bright
with a Holy light,

‘twas the birthday of a King. 

Solo: Were You There on that Christmas 
Night?

Text:  Natalie Sleeth

Were you there, were you there
on that Christmas night,

when the world was filled with a holy light?
Were you there to behold

when the wonder foretold came to earth?

Did you see, did you see
how they hailed him King,

with the gifts so rare that they chose to bring?
Did you see how they bowed,

as they praised him aloud at his birth?

Did you hear how the choir
of angels sang at the glory of the sight?

Did you hear how the bells
of heaven rang

all through the night?

Did you know, did you know
it was God’s own Son,

the salvation of the world begun?
Did you know it was love

that was sent from above to the earth?



HYMN 112 (1, 3 & 4)           O Little Town of Bethlehem             FOREST GREEN 
                                                       Scott DeKok, Soloist
   
   O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie.
   Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n.
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Almighty and Eternal God, whose light shines in the midst of the darkness of this world, we 
give You thanks for this joyous time of the year and for the gift of Your Son.  Fill us with hope 
as we welcome the Christ into our lives once again.  Fill us with the power of Your Holy Spirit 
as we gather here for worship.  Hear us now as we pray together . . .

         
THE LORD’S PRAYER    
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

INSTRUMENTAL RESPONSE

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

THE CHILDREN’S STORY                                       Tonia Wallner and Rev. Trump

THE LESSON (see insert)                        Luke 1:57-79

ANTHEM                           Were You There on Christmas Night?                   by Natalie Sleeth
                                                                     Scott DeKok, Soloist

THE MESSAGE                  “Hope”                  Rev. Trump

SPECIAL MUSIC                                        The Birthday of a King                        by W. H. Neidlinger      
             
PASTORAL PRAYER AND RESPONSE

DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS

HYMN #125 (verses 1, 2 & 4)              Angels from the Realms of Glory                   REGENT SQUARE                   

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth,
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er Your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear.
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear.
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.

THE BENEDICTION

THE POSTLUDE                                        Oh Come, All Ye Faithful         arr. by Michael Burkhardt
 

A special thank you to DdG Wakefield for sharing her creativity and design talent              
in decorating the Chancel for Advent and Christmas.

 Caring Corner
 As of December 10, 2020

Born to Eternal Life

Betty Jane “Beej” Wakefield, who passed away on Thursday, December 10, 2020.

In Our Prayers

Jim Benz as he recovers at home at Harwood Place.
Peggy Griffith as she recovers from surgery at home.

Phillip Jacobi who is at Froedtert Hospital.
Sharon Raymond as she recovers at home.



Luke 1:57-79    
(NRSV)

  Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, 
and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy 
to her, and they rejoiced with her.

 On the eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child, and they were going to name him       
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, 
“No, he is to be called John.”  They said to her, 
“None of your relatives has this name.”  Then 
they began motioning to his father to find out 
what name he wanted to give him.  He asked for 
a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” 
And all of them were amazed.  Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he 
began to speak, praising God.  Fear came over 
all their neighbors, and all these things were 
talked about throughout the entire hill country 
of Judea.  All who heard them pondered them 
and said, “What then will this child become?” 
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

  Then his father Zechariah was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 
looked favorably on his people and redeemed 
them.

  He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the 
house of his servant David, as he spoke through 
the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and 
from the hand of all who hate us.

  Thus he has shown the mercy promised to 
our ancestors, and has remembered his holy         
covenant, the oath that he swore to our ances-
tor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued 
from the hands of our enemies, might serve 
him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.

  And you, child, will be called the prophet of 
the Most High; for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of 
salvation to his people by the forgiveness of
their sins.

  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn 
from on high will break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”


