
 
  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WAUWATOSA 
GATHERED IN 1842 

 
Our Covenant 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to share in the worship  
and service of God, to grow in the knowledge and expression of our faith,  

to reach out with compassion to those in need, to treat each other with love and 
understanding, and to return to God a portion of God’s gifts. 
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MAY 6, 2012 
MORNING WORSHIP  10:00 AM 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

HOLY COMMUNION SUNDAY 
  

 Please silence your cell phones. Pass and sign the red pew pads now.  
If you are a guest this Sunday, we would love to greet you following the service.  

 

Everyone i s  invi t ed to Cof fee  Fel lowship in the Soc ia l  Hall  fo l lowing the Servi ce . 
 

THE PRELUDE How Can I Keep from Singing? arr. Hollinger
  
CHIMES AND TOWER BELLS   
 
*HYMN 259 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
 
*THE GREETING OF PEACE   God’s people share greetings and peace with those around them. 
 

[Please remain standing until after the Gloria Patri.] 
 
*INVOCATION  Pastor:   The Lord is with you. Rev. Dr. Barry Szymanski  
 People:   And also with you. 
 
 Pastor:  Let us pray together:    
 
Almighty God, you know us so well that your message of deliverance is 
commissioned to generations that are not yet born. We come together as a 
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They Cast Their Nets  
William Alexander Percey (1885 – 1942) 
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They cast their nets in Galilee just off the hills of brown;  
such happy, simple fishermen, before the Lord came down. 
 
Contented, peaceful fishermen, before they ever knew  
the peace of God that filled their hearts brimful, and broke them too. 

Young John who trimmed the flapping sail, homeless in Patmos died,  
Peter, who hauled the teeming net, head-down was crucified. 

The peace of God, it is no peace, but strife closed in the sod,  
yet let us pray for but one thing -- the marvelous peace of God. 
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How Can I Keep From Singing?  
Robert Lowry (1826 – 1899) 

Choir of First Church Anthems 
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My life flows on in endless song: Above earth's lamentation,   
I catch the sweet, tho' far-off, hymn that hails a new creation. 

(refrain)  
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I'm clinging;   
Since love is lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing!  
It sounds and echoes in my soul. How can I keep from singing?  

(refrain) 

What tho' the tempest 'round me roar, I hear the truth. It liveth.   
What tho' the darkness 'round me close, songs in the night it giveth.  

(refrain) 



 
 
 This is a  sample text 
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congregation of your people to sing glory to your blessed Name. You have 
demonstrated your great love for your creation by sending your own Son to be the 
Savior of the world. He has called us to love one another, as children of a family are 
called to live in harmony. In our weakness we often do not love our brothers and 
sisters. Have mercy upon us; forgive our sin and restore us once more. O God, you 
abide in us and we abide in you through the gift of your Holy Spirit. By the 
indwelling of the Spirit give us the gift of proclamation so we may testify that Jesus 
came into the world to save us and make us perfect in love. Jesus has shown himself 
to be the vine, which gives life to the branches. Send the healing power of your love 
and grace to those who are withering on the vine because they are dry in their spirits. 
Nourish them and make them whole. Give peace to those who are dying. Hear our 
prayers and send us on our way rejoicing, in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*THE GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 558) 
 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
 Amen, Amen. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

[Children age 3 through 12th grade are invited to go to Sunday School and PF.] 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON   Ruth 1:3-5, 1:21, 3:1, 4:13-17 Bible, page 238 
  Children’s Bible, 361 
      

PSALMODY [unison] Psalm 42 sung to St. Clement 
 

Cool streams a breathless deer desires. Deep calls to deep, and oceans roar, 
So longs my soul, O God for Thee;  Their thunder my destruction brings; 

I thirst to see Thy face, O God, Yet steadfast love my hope sustains, 
My heart, Thy habitation be.  My tongue divine assurance sings. 

 
“Where is your God?” they ask of me, Why grieves my soul and stirs my heart 

When tears have been my only food;  When shallow threats of death assail? 
How long, O LORD, till doubts dispel, My hope, my rock, my sure defense 

My tattered mem’ries of Thy good?  Remains the God of Israel. 
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Caring Corner 

Friday, May 4, 2012 
 
*HOSPITAL 
 Harold Simmons – Froedtert 
 
*RECOVERING 
 Vera Buczkowski – Lutheran Home 
 Audrey Danielson – at home 
  
*IN OUR PRAYERS 
 Kathy Coll is 
 Lissa Edens 
 Rani Gusho – Care-Age of Brookfield 
 Nancy Harris  
 Dick Koch 
 Edna Milne 
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*THE BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Go Now in Peace Besig 
 

Go now in peace.  Go now in love, 
Never be afraid.  And show you believe. 
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
 
Go now in faith, God will be there 
Steadfast, strong and true. Watching from above. 
Know He will guide you in all you do. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
 
THE POSTLUDE Finale Hollinger 
 
*Indicates where the congregation is asked to stand, if able. 
 
Today’s Chancel Flowers are given by Merrick & Barbara Wells in honor of their parents, the late George 

Wells, Sally Wells, and Richard & Carolyn Jacobus, whose love of this church has been passed on  
to future generations. 

 
CARE  FOR  CHILDREN 

A nursery for infants – 2 years is available during the 10:00 AM service. 
Sunday School for children ages 3 through 5th grade. 

Pilgrim Fellowship Youth Group for grades 6 through 12. 
 
 

Mother’s Day Worship Preview for Sunday, May 13   10:00 AM 
 Rev. Dr. Barry W. Szymanski will present the message. 

Lee Jacobi directs the Choir of First Church.  
Roxanne Trump-Miles directs the Junior Choir. 

Thomas Gregory is the organist. 
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 THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON   Acts 8:26-40 Bible, page 1000  Bible, page 1112 
  Children’s Bible, page 1752 
 

COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL  Rev. Nanci Rathbun 
 
THE GOSPEL LESSON      Mark 15:33-39 Bible, page 929     
 Children’s Bible, page 1453 
 
MESSAGE “When Life is Bitter” Rev. Rathbun 
 
THE ANTHEM They Cast Their Nets arr. Lee Jacobi 
 
THE CALL TO PRAYER and TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER and CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
THE OFFERTORY 
 
THE ANTHEM How Can I Keep From Singing? Ellingboe 

 
*THE DOXOLOGY (Hymn 563) 
 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE COMMUNION OF ALL  
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
*HYMN 248 How Firm a Foundation FOUNDATION 
 
*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 

4 3 


