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Our Covenant
As followers of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to share in the worship 
and service of God, to grow in the knowledge and expression of our faith, 

to reach out with compassion to those in need, to treat each other with love and
understanding, and to return to God a portion of God’s gifts.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

December 12, 2010
MORNING WORSHIP 10:00 AM

The Third Sunday of Advent

Please silence your cell phones. 
Pass and sign the red pew pads. 

Guests, we would love to greet you following the service 
and at coffee fellowship in the Social Hall (located on the 2nd floor).

THE WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Jan Kwiatkowski, M.S., M.F.T.

THE PRELUDE Three Carols for Christmas arr. Berg
  The Steeple Belles

Improvisation on O Come Little Children

CHIMES AND TOWER BELLS  

THE CALL TO WORSHIP Carolyn Simpson
Leader: Gathering in this place where heaven and earth whisper greeting
People: In this house where the Living God comes to meet us;
Leader: In the soft morning glow of this place, 
People: We kindle lights of hope for the world.
Leader: We join the saints who have lived and loved this place,
People: Giving glory and praise to God.

Ave, Ave, the Angel Sang
Robert Lau, Luke 1:26-38

O lowly maiden, O blessed woman, you have been chosen to bring us the king. 
Peace be with you, O fairest holy one, Mary, mother, child of God. 
Ave, ave, ave Maria. Ave, ave the angel sang.

Fair one so gentle, filled with the Spirit, you will bear Jesus, the Savior for all. 
Don't be afraid now, God's love surrounds you, Mary, mother, child of God. 
Ave, ave, ave Maria. Ave, ave the angel sang.

What will you call him, O lovely maiden? Rulers and nations will bow at his name. 
Let all creation give thanks for the holy one; Jesus, Savior, child of God. 
Ave, ave, ave Maria. Ave, ave the angel sang.

Torches
translated from the Galician by J.B. Trend

Torches, torches, run with torches all the way to Bethlehem!
Christ is born and now lies sleeping; come and sing your song to him!

Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby, ah, Roro, my love, Roro;
Sleep you well, my heart’s own darling, while we sing you our Roro.

Sing, my friends, and make you merry, joy and mirth and joy again;
Lo, he lives, the King of heaven, now and evermore. Amen.

Choir of First Church Anthems

Today’s Chancel flowers are provided by the Board of Deacons and through
 the generous donations of members in honor of, or in memory of, loved ones.

CARE  FOR  CHILDREN
A nursery for infants – 2 years is available during the 10:00 AM service.

Sunday School for children age 3 through 8th grade.

Worship Preview for Sunday, December 19  10:00 AM
We celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent with A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.

Thomas Gregory is the organist. 
Lee Jacobi directs the Choir of First Church.

Sunday School for ages 3 through 2nd grade only.



*THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Marc & Val Blazich
Minister: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You sent your Son to be the 

Light of the world and to spread his light of love to all. Bless us and accept this wreath 
of light made from our hands. May its ever increasing brightness be a sign to us of the 
approaching nearness of your Son, that we might joyfully prepare for his humble birth 
in a manger and be ready to receive him at his coming again in glory; We pray this 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

[As the first blue candle is lit, we say:]
ALL: Stir up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by thy protection we may be rescued 

from the dangers that beset us through our sins; and be a Redeemer to deliver us; 
Who lives and reigns with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen.

[As the second blue candle is lit, we say:]
ALL: O King of all nations, Jesus Christ, only joy of every heart, come and save your 

people.
[As the pink candle is lit, we say:]
ALL: O Key of David, Jesus Christ, the gates of heaven open at your command, come 

and show us the way to salvation.

*HYMN 90 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY and THE LORD’S PRAYER [unison]
Almighty God, give us the grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son, Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to life immortal through he who lives and reigns, 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Now in his name we pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 4K & 5K Classes

THE INVITATION TO SUNDAY SCHOOL

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1-10 Bible, page 649
Children’s Bible, page 1006

THE PSALMODY  Canticle of the Turning Hymnal, no. 88

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING James 5:7-10 Bible, page 1102
  Children’s Bible, page 1733

THE GOSPEL READING Matthew 11:2-11 Bible, page 887
Children’s Bible, page 1388

AN ADVENT MEDITATION Rev. Kwiatkowski
 “The One Gift We Cannot Give”

THE ANTHEM Ave, Ave, the Angel Sang Lau

THE CALL TO PRAYER and SILENT MEDITATION

THE PRAYER OF PEOPLE AND MINISTER

THE CHORAL RESPONSE TO PRAYER 

THE OFFERTORY

THE ANTHEM Torches Joubert

*THE DOXOLOGY  (Hymn 563)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

*HYMN 84 Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People

*THE CHARGE and BENEDICTION

*THE BENEDICTION RESPONSE
  Go Now in Peace
Go now in peace. Go now in love,
Never be afraid. And show you believe.
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day. Reach out to others so all the world can see.

Go now in faith, God will be there
Steadfast, strong and true. Watching from above.
Know He will guide you in all you do. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

THE POSTLUDE Noel and Variations Balbastre

*Indicates where the congregation is asked to stand.


