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But when the Counselor comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, even the Spirit of turth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness to me; and you also are witnesses, because you have 
been with me from the beginning.

"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to 
him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' But because I have said these things
to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
And when he comes, he will convince the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the 
Father, and you will see me no more; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
"I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he 
will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you.

John 15:26-27;16:4b-15

"The Spirit of Truth"

"When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth."

The Holy Spirit is one of the great enigmas of the Christian tradition.

Descriptions of the 'wind' or 'breath' of God -- or even of the 'fire' -- seem quite inadequate to describe 
the Third Person of the Trinity. (Not to mention all the trouble from years of describing the Spirit in 
'King Jamesese' as the "Holy Ghost.") I remember working with a confirmation class where discussion 
of the Spirit's role in the process wandered all over the place. Finally, I tried to bring them back by 
looking to a more concrete, symbolic example. I asked, "What's the symbol for the Holy Spirit?" Hands
shot up, while voices called out with the answer: "A bird!" "What kind of bird?" I ventured. 
"Oooh...aah," one student squirmed, hand waving, "I know...the Holy Spirit is the parakeet!" Close, but 
no cigar. The symbol of the descending dove -- representative of the peace the Spirit brings -- had been 
confused with one of the descriptions of the Spirit -- the paraclete, Greek for "one called alongside to 
help," an advocate or counselor. Still, it points to the need we have to explore more and more the 
Spirit's role in our lives.

The Spirit's work is not innovative. Remember, when we talk about the Trinity we will refer to the 
Father as creator, the Son as redeemer, and the Spirit as sustainer. George Hendry in The Holy Spirit in 
Christian Theology sheds some light on this designation. He writes:

The Spirit does not come into operation until Christ is glorified, i.e., until he has completed the work of
his ministry and returned to the Father. This is because the work of the Spirit is essentially of a 
reproductive nature; it has always to do the work of the incarnate Christ. The Paraclete sayings lay 
marked stress on the unoriginality of the Spirit's work: this work, if we may so express it, is simply to 
hold the spotlight on Christ, to glorify him by taking what is his and showing it to his disciples. The 
Spirit is to be remembrancer, not innovator...In a word, it is the function of the Spirit, according to the 
Johannine teaching, to re-present the truth that is in Christ.



So, the Paraclete is truly the advocate who witnesses and pleads the reality of God's presence in and 
through Jesus Christ. What Jesus taught the Spirit confirms. This is what Paul is saying when he tells 
the Christians at Rome that "the Spirit witnesses to our spirit that we are children of God." Or that the 
Spirit prays, intercedes, for us. Paul writes, "for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God."

Thus, we begin to better understand the Spirit 'economically,' that is by what he does -- just as we 
understand economically the other persons of the Trinity. So, the Spirit points us to Jesus, who pointed 
us to the Father. Why all this pointing? Well, it's like the story of the little boy who was frightened by a 
thunderstorm and called-out frantically for his daddy. The father came to him, comforted him and tried 
to reassure him by saying, "It's all right. God is here and will protect you. You're not alone as long as 
God is here." Through his tears the little boy said, "Oh yes. I know that daddy. But right now I need 
somebody with skin on."

Jesus is God "with skin on." The Incarnation introduced us to a God who cares for us in a deep and real
manner, modeling this in the self-giving love of Jesus the Christ. Yet, we are able to grasp this reality --
"to be led into all truth" -- only through the power of the Spirit. Hilary, bishop of Poitiers back in the 
fourth century, had this to say:

 

[speaking of the Scripture] From among many of our Lord's sayings, these have been chosen to guide 
our understanding, for they reveal to us the intention of the giver, the nature of the gift, and the 
condition for its reception. Since our weak minds cannot comprehend the Father or the Son, we have 
been given the Holy Spirit as our intermediary and advocate, to shed light on that difficult doctrine of 
our faith, the incarnation of God."

 

We are also able, as a consequence, to talk about revelation being ongoing. Interestingly enough, the 
way the Spirit would give its powerful witness to Jesus would be through the transformation of the 
disciples at Pentecost and they would tell the story. The revelation of God's love did not end with the 
writing of the Scripture or at the death of the last apostle. If it had, how could Pastor Robinson have 
said to the departing Pilgrims, "God hath yet more light and truth to break forth from his Holy Word;" 
or those in London and Salem have covenanted to follow the Lord in "ways made known or yet to be 
made known to us." It is the Spirit who guides, who teaches, who leads us along the paths of truth; who
will, as Jesus said, "remind you of all that I told you." This is the point Augustine makes in his 
commentary on John's gospel.

What then do we do, brothers, when we teach you? If the anointing of the Spirit teaches you all things, 
do we work in vain? Why bother? We need only to leave you to its anointing, and this anointing will 
teach you...You see, the great mystery, brothers: the sound of our words strikes your ears, the Master is 
already inside. Do not think that one can learn anything from a man. We can direct your attention with 
the noise of our voice; but if there is nothing inside you to teach you, that noise is useless...The 
teachings of the outer master are like helps or signs. But the one who teaches hearts has its seat in 
heaven.... It speaks inside of you, when no one is present; even if someone is at your side, he is not in 
your heart. And if there is no one in your heart, may Christ be in your heart, may his anointing be in 
your heart, so that your heart may not thirst in a desert, without springs to water it. It is the inner Master
who teaches, Christ who teaches, his inspiration that teaches. Where his inspiration and anointing are 
not present, the noise of words outside is useless.



As the mystery of God's love for us in Christ is revealed, made plain, it enables us to 
continue what Jesus began. People still need "someone with skin on" -- that's why the Holy 
Spirit brought about the birth of the church. Pentecost, the feast of weeks, was the 
celebration of the covenants with Noah, Abraham, and Moses. How appropriate that the 
Spirit would initiate the new covenant and bring forth its vehicle, the church, on that day. 
We are able, because of the Spirit, to be the flesh and blood encounter points people have 
with God. I think the story John Shea tells in An Experience Named Spirit says it well.

Once upon a time there was a very pious Jewish couple. They had married with great love 
and the love never died. Their greatest hope was to have a child so their love could walk the
earth with joy.

Yet there were difficulties. And since they were very pious, they prayed and prayed and 
prayed. With that, along with considerable other efforts, lo and behold the wife conceived. 
When she conceived she laughed louder than Sarah laughed when she conceived Isaac. And
the child leapt in her womb more joyously than John leapt in the womb of Elizabeth when 
Mary visited her. And nine months later there came rumbling into the world a delightful 
little boy.

They named him Mordechai and the sun and moon were his toys. He was rambunctious, 
zestful, gulping down the days and dreaming through the nights. He grew in age and 
wisdom and grace until it was time to go to the synagogue and learn the Word of God.

The night before his studies were to begin his parents sat Mordecai down and told him how 
important the Word of God was. They stressed that without the Word of God Mordecai 
would be an autumn leaf in the winter's wind. He listened wide-eyed.

Yet the next day he never arrived at the synagogue. Instead he found himself in the woods, 
swimming in the lake and climbing the trees.

When he came home at night, the news had spread throughout the small village. Everyone 
knew of his shame. His parents were beside themselves. They did not know what to do.

So they called in the behavior modificationists who modified Mordecai's behavior, so there 
was no behavior of Mordecai that was not modified. Nevertheless, the next day he found 
himself in the woods, swimming in the lake and climbing the trees.

So they called in the psychoanalysts, who unblocked Mordecai's blockages, so there were 
no more blocks for Mordecai to be blocked by. Nevertheless, the next day he found himself 
in the woods, swimming in the lake and climbing the trees.

His parents grieved for their beloved son. There seemed to be no hope.

It was at this time that the great Rabbi visited the village. And the parents said, "Ah! 
Perhaps the Rabbi." So they took Mordecai to the Rabbi and told him their tale of woe. The
Rabbi bellowed, "Leave the boy with me and I will have a talking to him."

Mordecai's parents were terrified. So he would not go to the synagogue but to leave their 



beloved son with this lion of a man...But they had come this far and so they left him.

Now Mordecai stood in the hallway and the great Rabbi stood in the parlor. He beckoned, 
"Boy, come here." Trembling, Mordecai came forward.

And then the great Rabbi picked him up and held him silently against his heart.

His parents came to get him and they took Mordecai home. The next day he went to the 
synagogue to learn the Word of God. And when he was done, he went to the woods. And 
the Word of God became one with the word of the woods which became one with the word 
of Mordecai. And he swam in the lake. And the Word of God became one with the word of 
the lake which became one with the word of Mordecai. And he climbed the trees. And the 
Word of God became one with the word of the trees which became one with the word of 
Mordecai.

And Mordecai himself grew up to become a great man. People came to him who were 
seized with inner panic and with him they found peace. People came to him who were 
without anybody and with him they found communion. People came to him with no exits 
and with him they found a way out.

And he often said, "I first learned the Word of God when the great Rabbi held me silently 
against his heart."

The Spirit of Truth is in our midst to embrace us and hold us against the Father's heart, which was 
revealed to us in the Christ. When we, in turn, embrace those we encounter every day -- whether here 
in this meeting house, in our homes, or on the street -- when we make the fruits of the Spirit (love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, self-control) evident in our lives, God's embrace of the world 
continues. When we hold people to our heart, to the Word within us, it's "somebody with skin on" who 
makes God present at that moment. The Spirit of Truth, the Paraclete, is here -- do you feel the breeze? 
Do you feel the embrace and the Father's heart?


