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"Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about 
your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds 
of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit to this span of life? And why are 
you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O men of little 
faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek 
all these things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all."

Matthew 6:25-32
 

I am intrigued by the predictions which were wrong calls by those who are paid well to forecast and lead 
significant enterprises. Here are a few failed predictions.

- a president of the Michigan Savings Bank advised Horace Rackham (Henry Ford's lawyer) not to invest in the 
Ford Motor Company. He said, The horse is here to stay, but the automobile is only a novelty - a fad. Rackham 
ignored the advise and bought $5,000 worth of stock and sold it several years later for $12.5 million.

- former British Prime Minister David Lloyd George on August 1, 1934 said, Believe me, Germany is unable to 
wage war.

- Charles Duell, U.S. Commissioner of Patents in 1899 said, Everything that can be invented has been invented.

- Kenneth Olsen, president and founder of Digital Equipment Corporation in 1977 said, There is no reason for 
any individual to have a computer in their home.

- three years later (1980), IBM calculated that the world market for personal computers over the following 10 
years was 275,000 machines. The actual number turned out to be 60 million.

- Joseph Kennedy in 1936 said, I have no political ambitions for myself or my children.

-Irving Fisher, professor of economics at Yale University, in 1929 said, Stocks have reached what looks like a 
permanently high plateau.

What are your predictions for your future? If you keep going the way you are going will you get to where you 
want to be? Will the arrival be a fulfilling success?

What is success? One popular definition is, "the progressive realization of a worthy goal." Success is more than 
realizing a goal.

I believe success is encompassed in three words, peace with God! It is when you can lay your head down at 
night and say , "It is well with my soul." ... There is peace with God in relationships and career. This peace with 
God comes by way of a priority. Matthew directs us in the priority by saying seek God first in all endeavors.

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? ... Seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. (Matthew 6:25-34)

Do you want a successful marriage? Work on the priority. Seek first God's kingdom. Do you want a successful 
career? Seek first the kingdom and it will be yours. It isn't failure to stumble and fall. The failure is on staying 
there on the floor. Success is in finding something while you're down there to pick up with you. Intentional effort
in the following three areas will put you in the direction of seeking first the kingdom of God:

1. Pray the right prayer



Pray the prayer which offers the situation to God and then ask, "Lord, what would have me do?"

2. Pay the right price
If it means a career change at lower wages, do it. Start where you are not where you want to be. It may mean the 
emotional cost of confronting the problems in a relationship. Invest in your emotional future.

3. Play the right game
Do those things which build-up the faith and your core values.

The Biblical promise to us is God is bigger than any problem you have.
The Psalmist declares - "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." When you are troubled,
sit down in a chair, and in a relaxed position, read the 46th Psalm. Read it slowly, weighing every word. Then 
commit to memory the first verse: "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble."

I like the Lord's charge to Joshua, his replacement for Moses in Joshua 1:6-9: "Be strong and courageous, 
because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong and 
very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to 
the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go."

You can have success, the success of peace with God.


