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"As the father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, 
you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my father's commands and remain in his love. I have 
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: 
love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from my father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit --fruit that will last. Then the father will give you whatever you ask in my name. This 
is my command: love each other."
John 15:9-17
go to Bible Study

"You've Got A Friend"

In the early seventies, Carole King sang, "You've Got A Friend"

When you're down and troubled,
and you need some loving care.
And nothing, nothing is going right.
Close your eyes and think of me.
And soon I will be there
to brighten up even your darkest night. 

Jesus calls us friends, but what is friendship with Jesus all about? It used to be a sign of adulthood 
when your parents friends adopted you as their friend by asking you to drop the Mr./Mrs. And call them
by their first name. John does not say the disciples began to call Jesus by his first name, but it must 
have been something like that. Like the parable of the wedding table Jesus invites the disciples to take 
the seats of honor saying, "Friend, come up higher."

This image of friendship with god may seem rather commonplace to some, but for many it comes as a 
stunning realization. We may have an image of God as judge which is turned on its ear when we see 
that the judge is our friend. "It's not what you know, but who you know," and Christians really know 
somebody. During the Olympic Games in Atlanta, I remember how excited the family and friends of 
the team members got when one of their own won a medal. Part of it, of course, is genuine good wishes
for the competitor, but who among us wouldn't just love to say, "Hey, this is my friend the Olympic 
gold medalist."

How much more then should we celebrate the resurrection, the crowning glory of our lord's journey to 
the cross? No contest was more difficult. No struggle required more courage, endurance and character, 
and no athlete would ever be equal to the challenge. And we have the privilege, indeed some would say
the duty, to introduce Jesus to people we know, and say, "Hey, this is my friend, the Messiah!" It's 
embarrassing to say it that way because having Jesus as a friend is a matter for gratitude not pride, but 
it's easy to forget.

Perhaps, its because we've come to take this relationship for granted, perhaps, our relationship is just 



superficial, but here are some of the things that can happen when we open ourselves to a real friendship
with Jesus. You've got a friend. What are some of the dynamics of friendship with Jesus?

1. Friends want the same things. 
I'm not talking about superficial things like sharing tastes in food or sports. I'm not even talking about 
sharing common values like honesty, kindness, generosity and openness. Real friends must share 
themselves in such a way that the well-being of the one depends on the fulfillment of the deepest 
longings of the other. Friendship with Jesus means that our own happiness is bound up with the 
fulfillment of Jesus' deepest desires. And Jesus' deepest desire, the thing for which he gave everything 
was the reconciliation of every human being to himself and to one another. (Ministry of reconciliation)

2. Friends speak their minds to each other openly, fully, and without fear. 
Real friends cannot withhold their true feelings, thoughts, desires, and expectations from each other 
and still maintain the strength and truthfulness of their relationship. That means we do not worry about 
the suitability of our prayer. It is folly not to tell Jesus about your anger, to try to pretend that you don't 
have feelings you have. So much of our prayer time seems empty because we hold back everything that
has meaning for us. Share your deepest desires even when you think you will disappoint your friend. 
Jesus can take it. That's what the cross was all about.

3. Friends hold each other accountable. 
Some people think that a loving God cannot be a judging God, but real friends expect a lot of each 
other. What your friend does matters to you. We expect our friend to be faithful to the friendship, and to
keep his or her promises. It is important that we spend time developing our friendship with Jesus. We 
cannot just assume that Jesus will go the extra mile and take care of our relationship, Jesus is not co-
dependent. He never takes on more than his share of the friendship.

4. Friends need each other. 
There can be no friendship where one person is powerless and vulnerable while the other holds all the 
power, has no needs, and is invulnerable to hurt from the other. In Jesus, god chose to cast his lot with 
us, so what we do matters to him. Jesus needed his disciples to carry on his work, and he needs us 
today. Of course, he'll carry on without us, but the loss of a friendship is deeply painful to Jesus. If we 
want to have genuine friendship with Jesus, we must spend as much time asking what we can do for 
him, as we do telling him what he can do for us.

The invitation to friendship with Jesus is a challenging one. Jesus became like us, that we might 
become like him. Jesus has called us his friends. As Jesus' friends, we want to be like him, we want to 
listen and respond to him. We want to walk with him in the cool of the evening, friend with friend, to 
sit and rest a while, to love and be with one another, to know a peace and silence in the company of 
god. Let it be, friend Jesus, let it be. Amen.


