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One of the more popular subjects for early American art is the

"Peaceable Kingdom." I'm sure you've seen one of the many variations on it,
since it is once again quite popular. It's the rendering of Isaiah's vision of the

"lion laying down with the lamb," and so forth. The "Peaceable Kingdom" is
really quite idyllic, showing all of life in perfect harmony. There is no fear, no
apprehension, just peace.

Isaiah's vision, his prophecy for the end ofthe world was actually just
a restoration of what the world was supposed to be like from thebeginning.
Genesis pictures a world in complete harmony, properly ordered with
humanity as the chief of the created world. Some scholars go so far as to
theorize that in the original plan of creation there would be no carnivores, no
predators since all would live in absolute peace. Tofu for everybody!
So, what happened to the "Peaceable Kingdom"? Sin. This is what
Paul is saying to the church gathered at Rome, "sin came into the world
through one man and death through sin." Sin broke the "Peaceable

Kingdom" and destroyed the intent ofcreation. Not sin as some laundry list
ofpetty crimes and misdemeanors, but something far deeper and more
pernicious than the little things that are so often touted as sin. The sin that

broke the "Peaceable Kingdom" is an attitude, the attitude of selfishness and

self-centeredness which denies the need for a God or anyone else. It is the
attitude that turns self into an idol.

Sinis a bent away from God toward self. It is,Scripture and spiritual
writers tell us, what produces fear. Fear of everything. It's what Franklin
Roosevelt talked about at the start ofWorld War II, "the only thing we have
to fear is fear itself ~ nameless, unreasoning terror which paralyses needed
effort to convert retreat into advance." Fear threw creation out of whack.
What was God to do?

First there was the calling of Israel and the establishment of the
covenant. Later the Law, the ten commandments, were given. Then God
sent the prophets, like Jeremiah who had the word of God in him like a fire

in the bones. Yet, all these things didn't take away fear. They only seemed to
intensify it. One was always leftwondering if something had been left

