
March 12,1995
"Prayers We WrhV
Robert S. Wilch

James 5:16

"The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective."
I would like to persuade you that this is true - not only sometimes - but
always. To get to this position and conviction requires a decision on your part
and maybe a willingness to accept some new ideason prayer.

The decision: you pretty wellmustbelieve thatGod is. If the question of his
existence is still unresolved/ it does seem quite silly for you ever to fold your
hands, or bow your head or,heaven forbid, to fall on your knees. Let me ask
you. How embarrassed would you be if someone caught you in your office or
bedroom in anyof these positions that made it look like you were praying? If
you are uncertain about whether God exists and is hearing you, you should be
embarrassed. But if you are sure of His existence and positive that He is
listening, then the person who interrupted you should be embarrassed. Not
you.

But this decision you need to make is crucial to other things that we do - like
taking communion. A little square of bread and a small swallow of grape
juice consumed with a couple of hundred other people seems like a strange
snack unless you are convinced thatGod is and has suggestedwe do this to
bring us closer to Him. And baptism? A few drops of water on ababy's head
makes no sense at all unless you are convinced of God's presence and of his
desire for us to bring even small childrento the dawn of a new day with him.
Prayer requires that we know there is Someone - God - who is Usteriing. Then
being found on our knees will not feel foolish at all.

Next. What language does God speak? Answer - Yours. Sandy and I have
traveled a lot in many parts of the world. We have marveled at the ability of
so many people in the world, with far less education than we have, to speak
their own language and English and even French, German, Spanish, etc. How
lucky that ours is the language of the World, except that it makes us lazy. We
do not need to learn other languages to travel.

God is the ultimate linguist. He knows all the languages. I suspect he kind of
likes all the many languages he has helped citizens of the various countries to
create. So why do so many of us throttle back to a holy language from the
1600's when we pray. I used to believe, apparently, that God only knew the
King James Bible language when I was young. No wonder I had trouble
praying. I was so conscious of how I spoke to him that I had no mind left to
say what I really meant. No longer.








