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.Thetext for this morning is drawn from Paul's second letter toTimothy, chapter 3,
verses 14 through 17.

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of,because you know those from whom you havelearned it, andhow
from infancy youhave known theholyScriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God breathedand
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that
the manof Godmaybe thoroughly equipped for everygood work." (NIV)

A numberof years ago my brother-in-law served aninternship in a small Protestant
church in southern Austria. In Austria all theProtestant churches are gathered together
under one officialroofknown asthe Evangeliche Kirche. One day he boarded a trainat
Salzburg, on his way to Germany. Hewas seated next to awoman and they beganto
chat, as passengers on atrain oftendo. Soon the conversation turned to what theyeach
did for a living. She described what she did, and he told herwhat had brought him to
Austria in the first place, and how he was servingat this smallchurch. At this she
commented: "Oh, I like the EvangelicheKirche,you canbelieve anything you want
there!" I don't know what his response was, he never said, and I'm not sure he had one
at that particular moment.

It is easy for us, as Americans, to write this off as the result of an old state church,
which keeps going by its institutional weight, and the constant draw on the state
treasury. However, we as Congregationalists, are often seen in the same light. Arthur
Rouner, in his book "The Congregational Way of Life," commented that:

"... in our much advertised freedom many of us have mistakenly thought
the Congregational Way was for each member to believe what he liked, that it
was up to each man to decide what Christ's will was for him, and that our way
was something of an anarchy of the spirit - the religious incarnation of
democratic individualism.

"Instead ofbeing obedient to Christ's will, we have taken our freedom as
warrant not to acceptChrist's will or anyone else's if we did not want to do so.
Through freedom we have in many respects let go our heritageas Bible-centered
churches."

It is true that we, asCongregationalists, have no creeds,confessions, or Cannon Law,
which tells us what we must believe. Rather,we have joined together in a covenant
relationship, by mutual consent, to follow JesusChrist. It is not freedom from authority,
but freedom to follow the one whom we call Lord and Savior. Freedom to allow our

consciences to be bound only by the authority of Scripture, and our mutual bond of love
in the covenant community of faith, without the dictates of state or ecclesiastical
hierarchy to come between us and our Lord. It places the responsibility to build the
foundations of our faith right here at our church, among us, the people of God, gathered
together at this particular time in history, at this particular place.








