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Text: "No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master Is doing; but 1 have called you friends,
for all that 1 have heard from my Father I have made known to
you" (John 15:15).

Today we welcome the Job's Daughters who've come to visit
our church at the invitation of Krlsten Kuss, the Honored Queen.
Krlsten told me this day is a day of friendship. Friendship, we would
all agree, 1s Important. Edward Lytton wrote, "Ay, there are some
good things in life/that fall not away with the rest./And, of all best
things upon earth, l/hold that a faithful friend Is best" The bible
never formally defines friendship for us the way Paul defines love
(being patient and kind), but examples abound of healthy friendships
and their rewards. Take for example the Old Testament story of
Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi. Ruth is a widow and Naomi, too,
has lost her husband and her sons. Ruth's words to Naomi are one of
•the greatest statements on friendship and loyalty in all of
literature. "Whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I
will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.
Where thou diest, will 1 die, and there will I be buried "

•r Of course, friendships can change and even deteriorate.
Samuel Johnson said to his friend Sir Joshua Reynolds, "If a man
does not make new acquaintances as he advances through life, he
will soon find himself left alone. A man, Sir, should keep his
friendship tn constant repair." Aesop moralized what happens to
friendships not left in good repair in his story The Bear and the
Travelers: Two travelers were on the road together, when a Bear
suddenly appeared on the scene. Before he observed them, one made
for a tree at the side of the road* and climbed up into the branches
and hid there. The other was not so nimble as his companion; and,
as he could not escape, he threw himself on the ground and pretended
to be dead. The Bear came up and sniffed all round him, but he kept
perfectly, still and held his breath; for they say that a bear will not
touch a dead body. The bear took him for a corpse, and went away.
When the coast was clear, the Traveler in the tree came down, and
asked the other what It was the Bear had whispered to him when he
put his mouth to his ear.' The other replied, "He told me never again








