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The story is told that one day a father promised his kids that he would take them to the
beach. While they were getting ready he laid down to take a nap. The children were
playing but were eager to get going to the beach and when he woke up he pretended to
be asleep and kept his eyes closed. Soon his little five year old daughter came over to
him, pried open an eye lid, peeked in and said, "He's still in there."

How many of us wonder that about some people we know today? The Gospel provides
us with the assurance that God is still in there. In the midst of our individual and
corporate lives, no matter how sticky or trying, how tough the moments might be, or how
unclear the road ahead is for us, this is the affirmation of the Gospel, that God is still in
there! Still in there with us and what's more the good news of the Gospel is this, that the
best has come, the best is with us now, and the best is yet to be. All of us, even and
especially at our worst are promised that God can do with us the very best. Further, that
is always God's will for us, - to bring to us the best that can be in life and to bring out the
best within us.

Given such, it's rather remarkable that we don't give this whole dynamic reality a more
central and ongoing focus in our personal and corporate lives. What about you when you
hear the phrase, "the will of God"? Do the lights begin to dim or are they turned up?
Does the term have heavy feeling to it, or is it inviting? 'The will of God", does it speak
of doom or does it speak of hope? A clue about how we feel about a matter is often
revealed in our inflection. We all know the same sentence can mean different things
depending upon our emphasis. Sometimes people, if pushed, will speak of the will of
God with a sigh of resignation. They seem to be saying that no other alternative appears
to be open, whatever is must be accepted as God's will, no matter how disagreeable.

A some what different mood may be noted in the voice as prayers are ended with the
phrase, "nevertheless not my will but Thine be done." This is certainly a proper attitude,
but in some voices the implication is that God's will is, at best, second best. We agree
at times to settle for it and will go along with it, but it's really more a matter of prudence.
Not something that stacks up for us as being of most value. God may be obeyed in that
respect, but not loved. In our aggressive, frantic, hard driving kind of world, true
fulfillment may come from the Source which we think of generally as rather on the
periphery of our living. We can observe this in our own experience. I was once at a
gathering where there was a little boy who was then about five years old. He came
stomping into the room pounding on his chest, "I am the big boss", he proclaimed, "I am
the big boss." When a five year old acts that way we understand it and we laugh at it,
but when somebody who is fifty acts that way, it's not so humorous. He or she can be
dangerous. The person who always has to be the big boss is bound ultimately for defeat.
For them that person has always to defend his or her strength. They always have to be
on top of everything. However, to admit we are not the big boss and open ourselves to
the will of God is to seek finally the deepest source of our fulfillment.








