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Advent is a season for preparation. It is a time for getting ready, of
planning for the future. Now of course many of us are just hopingwe can get
everything done in time for Christmas, and there is always a lot to be done.
But the planning of Advent looks much further ahead than that. It looks to
the coming year, even the coming years, and it even allows for a quick glance
backward! The word Advent itself means coming, and naturally it refers to
the period before the birth of Jesus, the long-expected Savior of the world.
Without Jesus there is no Advent.

But it belongs too, to the time in history when all this took place. For
many years, the Jews had been yearning for a Messiah, a Savior, who like
Moses, would bring them out of the shadows and lead them to new heights,
restoring their glory as a nation. Each new-born stirred hope for a way out of
Israel's unhappy situation as a conquered and subject people. Thus, for the
onebornin Bethlehem's stable in whom, "Thehopes and fears of all the years
are met" numerous names and titles have been utilized in attempts to
capture his essence and impact: Messiah, Lord, The Christ, Son of God, Son
of Man, Emmanuel, Prince of Peace all of these and many others have been
employed;

-This morning I would like to turn your consideration to two such titles
.which I believe are especially pertinent to us this Christmas: King and
Servant. Jesus bought these two titles together in a unique way and to
understand that we really have to considerthem together.
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First let us look at Jesua as King: Simply stated, the birth of Christ
cannot be understood apart from Christ's death. His life and death confirm
the reason for the celebrationofhis birth.

To reference Jesus as King is to consider a title that pops out of the
mouths of skeptic, believer, enemy and friend. For example, Nathaniel was
the one who questioned whether anything good could come out of Nazareth
when he was first told about Jesus. But when confronted by Jesus he found
himself saying after onlya briefconversation, "Rabbi, youarethe Sonof God!
Youare the King ofIsrael!"(John 1:43-49)

His disciples had times when they assumed his kingship. Even those
brothers James and John, who were so concerned about their own status,
asked to sit at his right and left hand when he came into his kingdom. Jesus
did not refute the concept of king on that occasion but he did tell them that
they did not realize what they were asking. Clearly, they did not understand
the natureofhis kingship;

Strangely enough, it is at the final days and hours of Jesus' life where
he is presented again and again as King. Palm Sunday is an example. As
Jesus and his followers came into Jerusalem with Jesus riding on the back of
a little donkey, the whole multitude ofhis followers cried out, "Blessed be the
King who comes in the name ofthe Lord!"

Jesus and Pilate engaged in an intriguing conversation on the occasion
of his trial. Pilate asked, "Are you the King of the Jews?* Jesus answered,
"You have said so.0 It is neither an affirmation nor a denial, as though Jesus








