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TEXT: I John 4:7-8 "Beloved, let us love one another; for love
is of God, and he who loves is born of God and knows God.
He who does not love does not know God; for God is love."

The two hardest sermons any minister ever preaches are the
first and last sermons in a given church. And they are hard for
the same reason: we always want them to be our very best. Not
best, perhaps, in brilliance of thought or in beauty of
expression, but our best understanding of what it means to be
Christian.

With that in mind, it was easy enough to choose my topic.
If this morning's sermon was to present my understanding of the
Christian life, it had to be a sermon on love. But that is a big
subject. So I asked myself, "What can I say in fifteen minutes
or less that would be worth remembering but not simplistic? What
can I say that would be intensely personal and yet an authentic
"Word of the Lord."

In answer to those questions, I chose four of the Bible's
greatest passages on love. I can not deal with any of them very
thoroughly, much less all four, but I want to lay them out before
you much like musical tones, which, set in harmony, have a beauty
and meaning none could ever have alone.

The base note, the foundation on which the other three are
laid, is found in Jesus' answer to the man who asked, "Which
commandment is the greatest?" Jesus replied, "... You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment." (Matthew 22:37-38) Now, so far he had not said
anything more than the other rabbis. But he did not stop there.
He coupled that commandment with a relatively obscure half verse
from the 19th chapter of Leviticus: "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself."

That is the keynote in the harmony of love. Real love,
Christian love, is two dimensional: a vertical dimension which
involves our love for God and a horizontal one in which we share
God's love for others. Like love and marriage in the musical Our
Town. "You can't have one without the other," for "upon these
two commandments depend all the law and the prophets."

The next note is found in this morning's scripture, which
tells us why love for God and love for neighbor are so
indivisibly connected. "... love is of God, and he who loves
is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know






