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TEXT: I Samuel 3:10 "And the LORD came and stood forth, calling as at other
times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, 'Speak, for thy servant

hears.'"

In Sholem Asch's novel, A Passage in the Night, one of his characters, Dr.
Zimmerman, says:

"My experience as a spiritual guide in congregations has convinced me that
the average American businessman or professional, Jew or Christian, is so
absorbed in his daily tasks that he has no time left -even if he has the will- for
spiritual matters; such as seeking his own contact with God, for instance. So he
accepts a ready-made God from his father, or his mother, or his religious teacher,
and leaves it to father, or mother, or the reverend, to deal with God for him. This
suffices as long as everything goes well. But should a crisis arise and he must
seek God's help, a conflict sets in. Then, since he sees God only through the eyes
of his parents, or a teacher, he must accept another's conception of God, having
none of his own. But God is not static; He is not frozen into the framework of a
particular generation; He is an eternal spring of renewed spiritual life; and every
man must discover God for himself.''

On this New Member Sunday when not only the new members, but all of
us, have recommitted ourselves to God, that is my message to you: "Every man
must discover God for himself." For our faith to mean anything at all, each of us
must somehow reach that point in the last chapter of Job where, at long last, Job
says to God, "I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees
thee." (Job 42:5)

That is the sort of thing that happened to Samuel in this morning's
Scripture Lesson. Although Samuel was living and working in the temple, we are
told that he u. . . did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet
been revealed to him." (1 Samuel 3:7) Like the people in Sholam Ash's novel, all he
knew was someone else's concept of God. At least until that night in the temple
when God became so real that Samuel could never doubt Him again.

And that is what happened to Peter, too, in this morning's Unison Reading.
Jesus had asked the disciples, "Who do men say that the Son ofman is?" (Matthew
16:13) That is, "What do other people say?" And the disciples answered, *Some say
John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."
(Matthew 16:13) But then Jesus said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"
(Matthew 16:15) And Peter, answering for himself, replied, ^Tou are the Christ,
the Son of the living God."








