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TEXT; Acts 9:25 "But his disciples took him by night and let him down over the
wall, lowering him in a basket.*

In my sermon last Sunday morning, I pointed out that Christ calls each of
us, not just to say that we love him, but to show it, and that he wants us to show it
by serving the needs of those around us. Judging by your response, many of you
agreed with me, and yet I know from long years of experience that many people do
not think there is much that theyrah do.

It is not that they do not want to. All ofus want to be needed. We all wait to
feel that our presence on earth somehow makes a difference. The famous
Viennese psychiatrist, Victor Prankl, called this the willto meaning, and he
wrote that in the Gennan concentration camps those prisoners who lost their
sense of purpose Where the first to die, sometimes for no other apparentreason.

It is a strange thing about human beings that we do not have to be rich, or
famous^ or even comfortable in order to be happy. But we do have to believe that
somebody needs us. Why else do so many men seem to lose interest in life after
thfey retire? Why else do so manymothers suffer from the "empty nest syndrome"
when their children grow up and move away from home? We want to make a
difference. We need to make a difference.

And yet many'of us do not really think we do -or that we can. We tell
ourselves that, if we were fanibus athletes, or captains of industry, or powerful
politicians, then we could make a difference. Perhaps we may even daydream
about the wonderful things we would do if we had lots of money, or power, or
prestige. But we ask ourselves, "What can I do? I'm just an ordinary person with
ordinary talents and ordinary means. How can I make any real difference."

In answer to such questions I would direct your attention'to the Bible.
There we read not only about the great heroes of faith like Moses arid Samson or
Peter and Paul but also about ordinary men and women, much like ourselves,
who managed to serve God, not by mighty acts of courage but in little unsung
actions. Most of the time we do not even know their names, but they were heroes
just the same.

Consider, for instance, the story I read to you just a few moments ago It
takes place shortly after Paul underwent his famous conversion on the Damascus
Toad. As you may remember, he had been temporarily blinded by that experience
and had to be led into the city, where he received both his sight and the gift of the








