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TEXT: John 21:15 "When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
'Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?' He said to him, Tes,

Lord; you know that I love you/ He said to him, Teed my lambs/"

As my ministry to this church begins to wind down, it seems appropriate to
me that I use these remaining sermons to remind you of some of the great themes
of Christian faith, one of these is found in that twenty-first chapter of John from
which Ave read this morning's unison reading.

Certainly the words were not newto us. Most of us have probably readthem
or heard them read on many occasions. But I wonder how many of us have ever
really felt their power. My guess would be that many have not. The problem, of
course, is not with the words, themselves; those are easy enough to understand.
But, for many of us, they may not seem as important as some of the other things
Jesus said --things like the Beatitudes and the stories of the Good Samaritan and
the Prodigal Son. The problem, I suspect, is that you and I do not hear them the
way the disciples did.

So I would like to ask you to imagine what it was like, not only to have heard
those words from Jesus' own lips, but, even more importantly, to have heard
them after the Resurreietinri How special it must have been to have heard them
from: one who had literally come back from the dead. From one whose
Resurrection offered convincing proof that he was, indeed, the Son of God, the
long-awaited Messiah. How eagerly the disciples must have listened. Having
experienced both the pain of Jesus' death and the joy of his Resurrection, they
must have listened to every word with rapt attention. Here were his last
instructions, the summation of all that he had said before. In that spirit, let us
take a careful look at what he said.

To begin withi let us remember that Jesus said to Peter, "Simon, son of
John, do you love ine more than these?" That question has caused a great deal of
controversy over the years because, both in English and in Greek, it can mean
either of two things. It can mean, "Do you love me more than these other people
do?" And there are those who believe that' this is what Jesus had in mind. But it
can also mean, "Do you love me more than you love these other things?" That is,
more than the boats, and the nets, and the fishing business which were so much
a part of Peter's life. And I am convinced that this is closer to the mark.

Before doing anything else, Jesus asked Peter to make a commitment. And
the first step in any real commitment is knowing what your priorities are. So
Jesus did not ask Peter, "Do you love me?" He said; "Do you love me more than








