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Somewhere along the way, I heard of some folks who rented a houseboat that they had
tied up at a waterfront dock. One night, while they slept, a storm came up. The boat
broke from its moorings and drifted out to sea. Next morning, one of them got up early
and went out on the deck. He could hardly believe what he saw. Rushing to rouse his
friends, he screamed, "Wake up! Wake up! We're not here anymore!"

Nobody's "HERE" stays around long anymore. Our circuits are often overloaded. People
talk increasingly about pressures coming heavier and faster than can be handled. In the
face of such realities, even for the person struggling for a meaningful faith today, is there
anything we can turn to that promises to hold it all together? I believe there is, but only
if we're seriously willing to look beyond ourselves! As our text reveals, it has everything
to do with this one called Jesus.

It is doubtful that any person here would claim to be a finished Christian (whatever that
is). Rather, there is a general acceptance of the idea that we are all on a pilgrimage that
involves a struggle with evil and sin both in our selves and outside us in society. We win
some and we lose some. To be a Christian is not to have arrived somewhere, but to
have decided in which direction to point our life.

We are also unfinished in our understanding of Jesus Christ. We can be fairly
comfortable with the portrayal of him in the gospels as preacher, teacher and healer, but
we struggle with the claims for his status as Son of God, divine redeemer. As a result,
we often downgrade him and make him not much more than a great religious genius.
Yet, to limit Christ in any such way is ultimately a betrayal.

It is something of that same attitude with which Paul was trying to deal in his letter to the
church at Colossae. Word had come to him that the Christians were dabbling in false
teaching, Gnostic thought - diminishing the understanding of Christ. Thus, this incredible
letter, written by this apostle from jail, seeking to hold up an idea of Christ being pre
eminent in the universe. Paul's words are literally too great for our minds...and that is as
it should be for the reality that is Jesus Christ is the greatest concept with which the
human mind can struggle!

So, in this passage before us Paul speaks of (1) Who Christ is. (2) What he does, and
(31 What that calls us to do.

Who Christ is nothing less than the full revealing of God. Listen again to some words
from the scripture.

"He is the visible expression of the invisible God. It was in him that the full
nature of God chose to live." (Colossians 1:15, 19 Phillips)








