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Text: "For they ail contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
herpoverty hasput in everything she had, her whole Jiving."

What a day! What a time In the life of our church. Today and
Wednesday, I believe, will mark the most pivotal course change in our
church's 150'year history. I speak,,certainly, about the upcoming
Congregational informational meetings to be led by our consultant,
Denise Tracy. If you believe at all in the future of this church, it.is a
must for you to attend one, If not both of these meetings. A lot of
Issues are going to be raised. A lot of questions are going to be
answered which may or may not make you happy; A lot more, questions
might, over time, come to your mind. Believe me, it Is going to take
weeks, perhaps months,, for us to unravel all the feelings both good and
bad which have gripped the members and staff of First Congregational
Church for years. I need to say, on this Stewardship Sunday, that If you
believe at all in the future of this church we still need your financial
pledge to make that future happen. As this year's slogan states,,
"Together, we all make a difference."

Believe me, too, when I. tell you that today I do not speak to you
as a member of staff. I was born and raised; confirmed and ordained In
this church. I speak to you as a fellow member. With that in mind we
wear ho robes today because, for the time being, we want the symbol of
our presence to speak to you as one member to the next. I cannot
explain to you why this is so important to me, because I can't really
find the words. Just know this; all the members of staff are members,
of this church as well. We share in your concerns, your joys, your
sorrows, your feelings.

One more thing we share is an understanding that now, more than
ever, we need all of our resources to make it through this time of
change. We know that our money helps us support 52 missions world
wide. I don't need to explain that our youth will suffer if our pledges
are missing. What repairs will the Trustees.let go If our contributions
are reduced? Can we justify cutting back our visits to the suffering,
lonely, shut-in because we want to vote against church policies with
our dollars? Believe me, I've been tempted, but have come to the point
where I'm ready to let the process beginning this afternoon and on
Wednesday do my battles for me. I trust in the power of the people of








