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TEXT: Mark 9:23 "And Jesus said to him, 'If you can! All things are possible to
him who believes/"

The passage I just read is one of the most touching and dramatic stories in
the whole Bible. Surely all of us can sympathize with that frantic father who came
to Jesus and begged him, "If you can do anything, have pity on us and help us.*
Most of us know what it is like to have a loved one who is sick or in trouble and to
feel helpless to do anything about it. And, in times like that, most of us do exactly
what that father did; we ask God to help.

Most of us can also sympathize with that father's response a few minutes
later after Jesus had said in effect, "It does not depend on whether I have enough
power, but on whether you have enough faith. All things are possible to him who
has faith." Imagine being told that! Imagine hearing that the one we love can be
helped, but only if we have enough faith. Talk about pressure! Who of us, if we
had the presence of mind, would not answer just as that father did: "I believe;
help my unbelief!" (Mark 9:24)

Certainly I have known a good many people over the years who could say
the same thing about their faith. There is so much about the Christian religion
that many people want to believe, but which, in all honesty, they canbelieve only
in part, if at all. Things which some people seem to have no trouble accepting but
which make little or no sense to others. Things they do not want to doubt, but
which their integrity will not permit them to accept. "Lord, I do believe, help my
unbelief."

And, unless I miss my guess, for many people, our Unison Reading this
morning began with just such a passage. There, in Romans 8:28, with a
confidence we can all admire but not all of us can imitate, St. Paul boldly asserts,
"We know that in everything God works for good with those who love him, who are
called according to his purpose.1' How we would like to believe that! What strength
and peace would be ours if we cjould believe that! But, for many, there are honest
doubts. Perhaps they do not reject it altogether, but they do not fully accept it
either. "Lord, I do believe, help my unbelief."

The problem, of course, is with the word, "everything." Most of us are quite
able to see the hand of God at work in things that bring us pleasure and
happiness. In the beauty of nature, in the birth of a healthy, and wanted child, in
acts of compassion and bravery. But Paul says "in everything." Ajid the Greek
word is "panta" which means absolutely everything with aa exceptions. Yet, every
time we pick up a newspaper or listen to the news on radio or television, we read








