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TEXT: II Timothy 1:6 "Hence I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is
withinyou through the laying on of my hands.9

For most people there are two times a year when we feel as though we are
getting a new start. One is on January first with the beginning of a new year, and
the p&er is on our birthday. Some birthdays may be more meaningful than
others, but, for me at least, all of them seem to be times for taking stock of my life
and thinking about the future.

For those of us who are involved with the church, however, there is a third
such time, Rally Day and the beginning of another church activity year. Some
may think of Rally Day only in terms of Sunday School, but it is really much more.
Today we also return to our regular schedule of worship services. We have our
choirs back with us, and I know that you rejoice with me in that. Our boards and
committees have met, or will soon be meeting, to direct the work of the church.
And some of you who were in other places and doing other things during the
summer are back with us now. In a very real sense, today, like January first and
our birthdays,is a time for begmning again.

In that context, I can think of no better message to bring to you than that
which is contained in this morning's scripture reading: "Hence I remind you to
rekindle the gift of,God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for
God did not give iis a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and love and self-
control.* (II Timothy 1:6-7)

Wedo notknow a great/deal about the circumstances in which Paul wrote
those words, but we can make some educated guesses. It is pretty obvious that
something had happened to discourage Timothy. Perhaps it was the fact that his
friend Paul was in prison facing martyrdom. Perhaps it was because of
hardships facing Timothy, himself. It could have been either, or both, for Paul
wrote: "Do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his prisoner,
but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God."

Whatever it was, there is tittle doubt that Timothy was down in the dumps
and that Paul was writing to bolster his faith and to rekindle his zeal. But it is not
only individuals who need to be encouraged. Sometimes whole churches get
discouraged, or perhaps they get over-confident. In either case they need someone
to remind them that they are God's people called to do God's work.

Take the: passage which we read this morning, for instance: "I know your
works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! So, because








