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TEXT: Matthew 14:31 "Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, '0 man of little faith, why did you doubt?'"

I do not think there is any word in the Christian vocabulary that is any
more honored than the word, faith. But like many words, faith does not always
mean the same thing to everyone -or even the same thing to the same person all
the time.

r Sometimes, for instance, people think of faith as a body ofbeliefs, especially
in churches where freedom of conscience is not as sacred as it is to
Congregationalists. But it is interesting to note that in II Timothy 1:12 Paul
writes, "But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am sure
that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me." Not what I
havebelieved^but"whom."'

And sometimes people think of faith as something rather like courage.
When a friend is facing obstacles or problems, they may say to him, "Have faith,*
as if faith were something that could be turned on and off like a water faucet or an
electric light switch. No doubt they mean well, but in many instances they simply
make the troubled person feel even worse.

And sometimes people think of faith more as what we do than what we
th^nk orhow we feel. There is a wonderful story about an acrobat who planned to
walk across Niagara Falls on a tight-rope. Others had done it before him, but this
nian had a new twist. He was not just going to walk across; he was going to push
someone across hi a wheelbarrow. Although he had not yet found anyone who
was willing to ride in the wheelbarrow, he set up a tight-rope near the Falls and
every day could be seen pushing and balancing the wheelbarrow filled with
stones.

One day, a young man came up to wish him well. "Good luck,* he said.
"I've beenwatching you practice and I have confidence in you. I know you can do
it." The acrobat was pleased and said, "Do you really think I can do it?' And the
young man replied, "Yes, t do." Again the acrobat asked, "Do you really mean
that?" And the young man said, "I really do."

"Good," said the acrobat, "get in the wheel-barrow."

, Oftentimes faith is not what we think or how we feel. It is getting into the
wheelbarrow. In a way, that is what happened in this morning's scripture. I do








