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TEXT: Matthew 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field."

I wonder what you thought of when you saw the title for this morning's
sermon. If you did not really think much about it, then I would like you to do so
now. What does "The Most Valuable Thing In the World" mean to you? Not what
you think it means to me, and not even what you think it ought to mean to you, but
what d&sa it mean to you..Whatis the most valuable thing in the worldto you?

I may not know what you were thinking, but I do know what Jesus thought.
In the parable of the hidden treasure and again in the story of the matchless
pearl, Jesus was clearly saying that the most valuable thing in the world is the
Kingdom of Heaven. So valuable that he likened it to "treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field."

Now, a lot of people miss the point of that because they get sidetracked by the
details in the story. They think it pretty unlikely that anyone would ever find
buried treasure hidden in a field. Or they question the morality of the man who
bought the field without revealing the existence of the treasure. But those details
would not have worried the people who first heard the parable.

In the first place, buried treasure was not uncommon at all in Jesus' day.
There were no banks as we know them, and, in a land where conquering armies
were practically a way of life, banks would hardly inspire confidence. So the
rabbis had a saying: "There is only one safe place for money -in the earth." And
you may recall the parable of the talents in which one of the servants was afraid to
risk his master's money by investing it, so he went and buried it in the ground.
Apparently it was a rather wide-spread practice.

Of course, those who buried the treasure would hope to come back later and
dig it up, but sometimes they were prevented from doing so. And every now and
then some lucky person, would find such a treasure just like the man in Jesus'
story..

But you might say> "The treasure didn't belong to him." And that is where
you would be wrong. According to Jewish law anything that was found belonged
to the finder. It was only the law of their Roman conquerors that made it
necessary to buy the land at all. And, of course, if the treasure belonged to the
present landowner surely he would have dug it up before he made the sale.








