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TEXT: Matthew 13:30 "Let both grow together until the harvest; and at harvest
time I will tell the reapers, 'Gather the weeds first and bind them in

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.m

In this morning's scripture, as he so often did, Jesus used a common life
experience to dramatize his point. Not common for us, perhaps, but certainly
common then. For, while most of us have probably never even seen a tare —and
would not know it if we had- they were only too well-known in the Palestine of
Jesus' day. Well-known and very troublesome, not just because they were weeds,
but because their seeds were poisonous. Eating them meant nausea, dizziness,
and sometimes even death -for people as well as animals.

That, of course, was bad enough, but, to make matters even worse, the
young tares looked so much like wheat that even experienced farmers could not
tell the difference. It was only after the seeds appeared that tares and wheat could
be told apart. Unfortunately, however, by that time the roots were so interwoven
that the farmer could not pull up the tares without destroying the wheat as well.
So all he could do was let them both grow until it was time for the harvest. Then,
as Jesus pointed out, the tares would be gathered up first and bound into bundles
to be burned, and the wheat would be gathered into the barn.

Now, a few tares, such as might grow naturally in any field were probably
no more than a minor annoyance. But, sometimes, an enemy would sneak into a
neighbor's field and sow it with tares just to be spiteful. We know it must have
happened because both Jewish and Roman law provided stiff penalties for those
who were caught.

We do not know why Jesus used this particular story to make his point. At
the beginning of the chapter, Matthew tells us that "Jesus went out of the house
and sat beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a
boat and sat there . . . ." (Matthew 13:1-2) Perhaps from that vantage point he
could see a field with tares growing among the wheat. Or perhaps he was
referring to something similar which had recently happened in that
neighborhood. At any rate, he not only told the storybut used it to teach important
truths about the kingdom of heaven.

The first, and the one from which I took the title for my sermon this
morning, is God's incredible patience. I do not suppose there has ever been a time
when impatient people did not wonder why God does not get tougher with sinners
-or with other sinners at least. Even the disciples were not exempt from that
temptation. We read, for instance, in the ninth chapter of Luke about a time when






