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TEXT: Matthew 7:21 "Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord/ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven."

I think almost everyone would agree that the most important collection of
Jesus' teachings is that which is found in the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of
Matthew in what we generally call "The Sermon on the Mount." There we find the
Beatitudes, the Lord's Prayer, and many of Jesus' most beautiful and best known
sayings. If you were looking for a good, concise statement of Jesus' teachings,
there would be no better place to begin.

But, by the same token, there would also be no worse place to stop. Through
the ages, there have been many who expressed great interest in Jesus' teachings
but who never seem to take the next step and put them into practice. Jesus must
have recognized that danger because, near the end of the seventh chapter, he
warned, "Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord/ shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will ofmy Father who is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21)

In this morning's scripture we find not one, but three, examples of what
Jesus was talking about. First, was the man who came to Jesus and, without even
being asked, volunteered rather impetuously, "I will follow you wherever you go."
I say impetuously because Jesus answered him by saying, "Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head." (Luke
9:58) And, although Luke doesn't actually say so, we are certainly left with the
impression that those words turned him away. Like so many others, he just was
not willing to pay the price discipleship demands.

Then came a man in whom Jesus apparently saw real possibilities because
he said to him, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, let me first go and bury
my father." Now that seems like a reasonable request, especially since, in his
culture, a son had no more sacred obligation than to see that his parents received
a decent burial. I am sure we can all sympathize with that and that most of us
would expect Jesus to be sympathetic, too.

But Jesus responded in a most peculiar way. Instead of agreeing, perhaps
with a few words of compassion and condolence, he replied, "Leave the dead to
bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." (Luke
9:60)

From any ordinary person such a response would seem cruel and
unthinking. From Jesus, it seems absolutely incredible. But things are not always
what they seem. The late William Barclay, for instance, tells about an English






