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Text: "And he [Peter] gave her [Tabatha] his hand and lifted her up. Then to
all the saints and widows he presented her alive." Acts 9:41

What do we know about the disciple, Tabatha? We know very little.
Her name means Gazelle which is pronounced Dorcas in Greek. She was full
of good works and acts of charity. She was a woman and a disciple. She
became sick and died and then raised from the dead. We can deduce that she
was a well known and loved disciple because Peter interrupted his busy
agenda to see her and be with her. We don't know her age, social status, or
political leanings. We're unaware of her marital and family status. Not
much to go on except that she sounds like a nice person being full of good
works and acts of charity.

What do we know about Peter? We know a lot. We know enough to
make a pretty good soap opera. We know his weaknesses and strengths.
We've become intimate with his failings. We found out he lacked the faith to
walk on water with his Lord. In one breath he goes from being the rock upon
which Jesus begins the church to being called Satan. He misunderstands
Jesus' service of washing the disciple's feet and when the meaning dawns on
him he requests too much by asking for his whole body to be washed. He
betrays the Lord three times on Good Friday, is one of the fearful twelve
cowering in the upper room Sunday evening, and when confronted by the
risen Jesus three times by the sea he promises to fulfill the ministry ofChrist
by feeding and tending to the Christian flock. He was brash, bold, bumbling,
eloquent, rude, sensitive, ecstatic, a know-it-all, short tempered, quick witted,
and committed. He was a typical disciple in that he was under qualified and
perfect for the job. Heloved fife and wantedothers to love it as well.

My, how he grew. Did this overzealous former underachiever in faith
raise Tabatha from the dead? No. God did. Also take note, read your bibles,
and understand that Jesus did not raise himself from the grave. He was
risen by God. But by faith, Peter performed the greatest miracle done by
Christ, for Lazarus. It takes me back to the gospel of John chapter 14 verse
12 when Jesus says, "Truly, truly I say to you, one who believes in me will
also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will one do because I
go to God." And to top it off, the world remained better off with the disciple
Tabatha's presence because she was full of good works and acts of charity.
We could always use more of that. The biblical scholar Theodore P. Ferris
notes, "...there is no indication in the New Testament that the early church
believed that the power to perform miracles was confined to Jesus. Jesus
promised that his disciples by the gift of the Spirit would do greater things,
and according to the stories in Acts, they proceeded to do them."








