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TEXT: I Corinthians 15:22 "For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive."

There is an old story, one which some of you have probably heard, but I am
going to tell anyway because I think it makes a point. It seems there were three
men of less than stellar reputation who died and found themselves at the transfer
point where they would take transportation either to heaven or elsewhere. None of
them really deserved to go to heaven, but the angel on duty was very
compassionate, and he decided to give them one last chance.

"If any of you can answer just one question, I will let all of you go to
heaven," he said. That seemed like a good deal to the three men, and they readily
agreed to the offer. The angel turned to the first man and ask, "What is Easter?"
The man thought and thought, but finally admitted that he did not know. A bit
crestfallen, the angel turned to the second man and asked him the same question.
"Let me see," the man said, "isn't that when we celebrate the birth of Jesus?"

"No," said the angel, "I'm afraid not." With some desperation he turned to
the third man and asked him the same question. "Well," replied the man, "on
Good Friday Jesus was crucified, and they buried him in a tomb. But on Easter
morning Jesus rose from the dead and came out of the tomb." The angel was
delighted, but just as he was about to send them off to heaven, the man continued,
"And if he sees his shadow it means six more weeks of winter."

Well, I told you it was an old story. But the point is this. The man in the
story got into trouble because he thought he knew too much about Easter. With us
it is just the opposite. Our problem is that many of us know too little.

No doubt, all of us know about Good Friday. And we know that on Easter
morning Jesus rose from the dead and came out of the tomb. But some of us may
be inclined to let it go at that. To think that Easter is something that happened
only to Jesus. In our Scripture lesson this morning, however, St. Paul puts it in
a different light. He tells us in I Corinthians, chapter 15, verse 22, that"... as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall ail be made alive."

Easter does more than celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. It celebrates the
new life that is available to all of us. Life as God intended it to be. The life for
which God created us, but which we feared we had lost, or damaged beyond
recognition, by our pride and self-centeredness. Easter assures us that the life we
have squandered so thoughtlessly and crucified upon the cross of our own self-
interest can be ours again, fresh, and pure, and new.






