
Acts 16:6-10 Philip A. Muth

"WHEN GOD CLOSES A DOOR"
March 28,1993

TEXT: Acts 16:7-8 "And when they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go
into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing by

Mysia, they went down to 'Proas.''

How painful and frustrating it is when we want something with all our
heart, and we do not get it. We may not be too surprised if what we wanted was
something unrealistic or selfish. But when our motives are pure and we have
worked and prayed for something that is reasonable and good, then it is different.

Not that we really expect the whole world to be restructured just for our
convenience. But, after all, Jesus did say, "Ask and it will be given you; seek, and
you will find; knock and it will be opened to you." And then, as if for emphasis, he
added, "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it will be opened." [Matthew 7:7-8]

We realize, of course, that we should not interpret such a promise in a
simplistic way. And, yet, many of us have found ourselves asking without
receiving, seeking without finding, and knocking on doors that to all appearances
remain firmly closed to us. And, if we are really honest with ourselves, I suspect
that many of us would have to admit that we sometimes feel neglected, perhaps
even a bit betrayed.

That is why I chose this morning's scripture lesson long before I had any
reason to believe that we would lose Rudy Kuss a couple of weeks ago and Carrie
Rondeau this week. This passage tells about a time in the life of Paul when he
faced disappointment and frustration. And I think it gives at least a hint as to
what we can do to meet life's problems more effectively.

First of all, let us go back and see what happened to Paul. It was around 50
A. D. while Paul was on his second missionary journey. He and his companion,
Silas, had been traveling through Syria and Cilicia strengthening the churches
there. And, having had considerable success adding new members to the
churches in what is now southern Turkey, they decided to travel northward and
eastward to Bythinia to undertake a similar ministry there. But the Bible tells us,
in rather cryptic fashion, that "the spirit of Jesus would not allow them."

I do not know about you, but I would like to know more about what that
phrase means. Perhaps the weather, or some kind of civil disturbance, made
travel in that direction unfeasible. Perhaps Paul had a vision or what today we
might call a premonition. Perhaps it was something altogether different. We only
know that Paul and Silas were sol able to go where they had planned, and that
their disappointment was intense just as our own can be.






