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TEXT: Matthew 5:22 "But I say to you that every one who is angry with his
brother shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to
the council, and whoever says, Tou fool!' shall be liable to the hell

of fire."

Over the years most ministers manage to accumulate a pretty extensive
collection of "preacher stories." One of my favorites is about an old mountain
woman who went to hear a guest preacher at a backwoods tent meeting. In the
course of his sermon the preacher warned his listeners against several kinds of
behavior which he considered to be the work of the devil.

First he talked about drunkenness and the problems that creates. As he
spoke, the woman bit off a chaw of tobacco and shouted out, "Amen, Brother!"
Then the preacher spoke about laziness and the troubles that can get us into. Once
more the woman bit off a chaw of tobacco and again shouted out, "Amen,
Brother!" Then the preacher turned to the subject of carousing around and
condemned that. And the women once more shouted her approval.

Finally, as he was nearing the end of his sermon, the preacher said, "And
before I quit this morning there's one more sin I want to talk about, and that's the
dirty, nasty habit of "chawin' tobacco." With that the woman looked him right in
the eye and shouted, "Now yaVe quit preachin' an' gone ta meddlin'."

As I said it is an old story and quite well known among ministers of many
denominations. So every now and then when preachers get together and the topic
of conversation moves from the comfortably general to the awkwardly specific,
someone is likely to say, "Now ya've quit preachin' an' gone ta meddlin'." Well, in
a way, you might say that was what Jesus was doing in this morning's scripture.

As you may have recognized, this passage comes from the first chapter of
what we call the Sermon on the Mount. At first Jesus talked in broad generalities:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit." "Blessed are the meek." "Blessed are the pure in
heart." 'Tou are the salt of the earth." "You are the light of the world." Beautiful
thoughts all of them, the kind to which, if we came from a different background,
we might all be inclined to shout, "Amen!"

But he soon left generalities and turned to specifics. First he said, "You
have heard that it was said to the men of old, Tou shall not kill; and whoever






