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TEXT: Matthew 5:17 "Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the
prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them."

Some of you may remember that during one eight-year stretch in my life, I
was a college professor. Among other things, I taught American Colonial history
for several years at U. W.-Platteville in the southwest corner of the state. And,
though it was a good twenty years ago, I can still remember that a great many of
the professors disliked examinations.

That may come as a surprise to some of the students here this morning.
They may have thought they were the only ones who hated tests. But I can assure
you that is not the case. Examinations can be a pain to construct and a pain to
correct. And the good teacher, at least, shares the student's disappointment when
the grade is lower than it should be.

But we were required to use them, and we consoled ourselves with the
knowledge that a test can be a useful teaching tool as well as a grading device. If
nothing else, it helps the students understand what is important, at least what is
important to the teacher. In my own exams I always tried to include one or more
essay questions and a fair smattering of "fill in the blanks." The latter helped to
evaluate the student's knowledge of facts, and the essays showed whether he or
she could put those facts together in a meaningful way.

I tell you this because I would like to give vou a little test this morning. A
one question quiz on this morning's scripture reading. The question is this: "Fill
in the blank in the following statement: Jesus said, 'I did not come to abolish the
law and the prophets, but to them.'m

If you were paying attention —or if you cheated and looked at the sermon
title in your order of worship- you would know the answer. Jesus said, "I have
come not to abolish the law and the prophets, but to fulfill them." (Matthew 5:17)

If you think about it, that is a very unusual thing to say. Many people talked
about obeying the law. In the book of Deuteronomy, for instance, we read, "The
LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous . . . if you obey the voice of
the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes . . . .
(Deuteronomy 30:9-10)A century or so later Ezra wrote, "Whoever will not obey the
law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment be strictly executed upon
him . . . " (Ezra 7:26) And the prophet, Isaiah, asked, "Who gave up Jacob to the






