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Today, not a stone remains of the city called Colossae. Even while it existed as a
living community it was of little importance as a city and was overshadowed by
more prosperous neighboring towns. It could well be that during its lifetime, the
most important thing that happened within its borders was that a small group of
people heard the story ofJesus Christ and formed a community of faith to worship
and serve him. We can be thankful that they were having some theological problems
to the point that the Apostle Paul felt they were dabbling in dangerous heresies. In
order to straighten out their thinking, he wrote what we now know as the Letter to
the Colossians.

Some ofthe world's most important literature has been written from prisons and
that is the case with this letter. Paul was probably in jail at Rome and was writing
about 25 - 30 years following the death and resurrection ofChrist. This sermon will
not give a complete picture of Paul's letter but, rather, will highlight one important
passage dealing with one ofthe greatest thoughts about prayer in the entire Bible.
Paul is describing to the Colossians how he prays for them.

"We have not ceased to pray for you asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge ofhis will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to
lead a life worthy ofthe Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge ofGod. May you be
strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy giving thanks to the Father."

(Colossians 1:9-11)

I.

This prayer has two basic parts to it; a prayer that these Christians may know
God's will and, secondly, that they may have the power to do it. It may be that
nearly all of the problems ofliving we face day by day are covered in this petition
for, basically, our problem is either trying to know God's will for us or finding the
strength to do it.

Another way to put it is that first we have to find out what battle we are
supposed to be fighting, and then we have to find resources to fight it. This prayer of
Paul's can be an important model for our own prayers and living.

To know what is God's will for us, for our church, for our nation ought to be the
central issue of our lives. Paul's prayer is "that you may be filled with the
knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.'' The precise
Greek words Paul used here indicate that he is not thinking in theory but in
practical living. He knows that our need is to understand God's will in such a way
that we can apply it to our everyday living.

That this is absolutely fundamental to the Christian life is indicated by the fact
that one could define a Christian as one who seeks to live according to the will of








