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TEXT: Matthew 4:4 "... It is written, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'"

In this morning's scripture, we find Jesus at one of the most critical
moments in his life. Having just been baptised by his cousin, John the Baptist, he
has gone out into the wilderness to think things through; to determine, if he can,
just what kind of a Messiah God intends for him to be.

We are told that he fasted for a long time and that, as he grew hungrier and
hungrier, he thought about using his powers to satisfy people's earthly needs.
And why not? In a day when most people lived from hand to mouth, it is not
surprising that someone as compassionate as Jesus would want to relieve their
hunger. But then he remembered these words from the book of Deuteronomy: ". . .
man does not live by bread alone, but ... by everything that proceeds out of the
mouth of the LORD."

Does that mean that material things do not matter? Of course not! We all
need food, and drink, and shelter. Jesus knew that as well as anyone. But he also
knew that we were created to be more than mere animals. That God made us in
His own image, and that we also have spiritual needs. Needs which we ignore
only at our own peril.

Next, he seems to have thought about using some kind of spectacular
measures in order to get people's attention. "If you are the Son of God," the
tempter said, "throw yourself down from the temple, for it is written, 'He will give
His angels charge of you/ and 'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you
strike your foot against a stone."* Imagine how famous he would have become if
he had pulled that one off. But again Jesus refused, once more quoting from
Deuteronomy: ".. . [Thou] shall not tempt the LORD your God . . . ."

He even thought about using force to make people do what he said. "Again
the devil took him to a very high mountain, and snowed him all the kingdoms of
the world and the glory of them; and he said to him, 'All these I will give to you, if
you will fall down and worship me." As one who has ministered for thirty-six
years to Congregational churches over which I have had absolutely no authority,
I can understand the temptation. But he rejected that, too, saying, "Begone,
Satan! for it is written, Tou shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall
you serve.w






