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The story of the wise men is a familiar one and yet there is much in the story
that remains a mystery. Important questions are left unanswered. They came
from the East, but where specifically? The writer refers to the travelers as "Magi"
but what does that mean? Some have argued that they were a rather second-rate
group of astrologers or magic makers, while others suggest that they were
probably reputable astronomers. Still others propose that they were part of a
priestly cult from Persia. No scholar gives substantiation for a kingly status.
Their numbers are not given in the gospel accounts. Some have thought the story
may well be a parable rather than a historical account. A story so familiar and
yet, is it?

I.
So what is it that we can apply to our life from this story? To begin with, I

believe we can pick up on the nature of the journey itself. We all are pilgrims in
life. Each of us striving for integrity and harmony with ourselves and the world.
Some would say - engaged in the pursuit of happiness, of peace of mind or
fulfillment. This seeking is summarized by Victor FrankTs affirmation: "The
striving to find a meaning in one's life is the primary motivational force of
[humankind]."

On our life's journey, there will be maps to read, provisions sent in, detours to
adjust to, shadowed forests and deep valleys to pass through, mountain top
experiences and stars to guide us. To borrow Michenor*s phrase, "We are on the
road coming home to ourselves."

The wise men, not sure who it was they were seeking, not even knowing
precisely where they were headed, found their journey ended in an encounter
with the Divine. And this is the Christian profession, that like the wise men,
every human soul, though not always certain of life's leading, or conscious of
such striving, is ultimately moving toward communion with God. To be on such a
journey as Phillips Brooks has said, "Is as instinctive as the movement of a hurt
child to its mother or a parched beast to the river."

Someone has written, "So intimate is the proper relationship of our nature to
God that without God no human being can gain completion. When this
completion is not found all the races of the world persistently keep up the quest."
Like Augustine we may be led to echo, "Created for Thyself our hearts are restless
till they find their rest in Thee."

Thus, the first element we can take from this story is the reality of our lifelong
pilgrimages.

II.

Moreover, the church's affirmation is that this struggle whereby we seek to
come to terms with our fife and destiny is not a one-sided effort, but rather a
mutual striving between heaven and earth. The great painting of Michelangelo on








