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TEXT: Revelation 3:20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he

with me."

One of the recommendations made by the Long Range Planning Committee
was that we have communion here in the nave six times a year instead of four.
And if we were going to do that, it seemed logical to have it every other month. Six
months in the nave and six in the chapel for those who wanted it more often. But
which months in the nave and which in the chapel? That question seemed to be
answered by the fact that the first Sunday in October is celebrated around the
globe as World Communion Sunday.

The end result of all that is that, for the first time since I've been here at
least, we are having communion here in the nave on the first Sunday in
December, that is during Advent. And, with that in mind, there seemed to me no
better text for this morning's sermon than Jesus' words in Revelation, chapter
three, verse twenty: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with
me."

You may recall this passage as one that is frequently used as a call to
worship, especially on communion Sundays. But what you might not have known
was the context in which it's found. And, in this case, the context is important,
for it tells us that these well known words are not just a promise. They are also a
warning.

The passage begins with these words: "And to the angel of the church in
Laodicea write: . . . *I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. And,
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my
mouth.'" (Revelation 3:14-17)

Notice that the Laodiceans are chastised not because they are bad, but
because there are bland. They are neither cold nor hot. They are ordinary and
conventional. And in that respect they are like a great many Christians today.
Consider, for instance, these words from Elton Trueblood's book, The Company £>f






