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The Gospel of Mark records for us the story of Jesus making a blind man
see. It happens while Jesus and his disciples are at a place called Bethsaida. A
blind man is brought to him and his friends beg that Jesus touch him. So Jesus
takes the man by the hand, leads him to the outskirts of the village to a secluded
spot and the record tells us there Jesus spit upon his eyes and then gently placed
his hands upon him. After removing his hands Jesus asked the man a question,
"Do you see anything?* And the man blinks and he squints and he turns his head
this way and that and he says, "Yes, I can see, -1 see men, but they look as
though they were trees walking." So once more Jesus placed his hands upon the
man's eyes and after he removed them the man sees clearly. Now he sees
everything. Now his complete sight is restored. The incident closes with Jesus
telling the man to go home.

It's a delightful, miracle story. The story of a man who was made to see and
how wonderful it must be for one who must live in darkness - in blindness - to be
made able to see. But even much more than this, it is a story of one who is made to
see more clearly. It's the story of a man whose vision was sharpened, not only
restored but brought into clearer focus. It's the story of a man whose sight was
lifted and that's the Gospel we want to talk about today.

We need to have our sights lifted. You need to have your sights lifted. I need
mine lifted. We need continually to work at this in our lives so that we begin to see
something beyond the ordinary, beyond something more than just our own earth-
bound existence, beyond our immediate situation, beyond the mask and the
veneer. Our sights need to be lifted. It's not that we are blind, it has little to do,
actually, with 20/20 vision. But this miracle story from Mark should remind us all
that our sights need continually to be lifted. What do we say when Jesus asks, "Do
you see anything?''

I once read an account of a group of children in New York City who were
part of a summer program - Operation Headstart, and one of the things the
people working with these children wanted to do for them was to lift their sights,
expand their awareness and their understanding. And so they gave several of the
children a Polaroid camera and asked them to take photographs and then before
they looked at the picture that was developed, they were to describe it to their
teachers. Then came the moment of truth when they looked at the photograph and
the teacher pointed out how many of the things in the picture they simply hadn't
seen at all. They had missed much of the beauty, much of the truth. Many of the
things in the picture they simply weren't aware of and I think that's a modern
commentary on much of our seeing, on much of the way we view life around us.

As twentieth century people, we tend to see things in only one dimension.
By force of habit, because of our backgrounds, or our prejudices, our previous
training, we all tend to see things, more often than not, in only a limited
perspective. UnwiUing to wrestle with greater truth because of our narrowness or








