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TEXT: Ephesians 2:19 "So then you are no longer strangers and
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the

household of God. . .."

Today it is again our very special privilege to receive new members into the
fellowship of this church. We rejoice that they have found something here among
us which they want to share. And we welcome them with great joy to the work
and the fellowship which is ours. As we do so, it seemed to me a good time to
remind all of us of what the church is and why it is so important.

Perhaps the best place to start is with the word, church, itself. It comes to
us from the Greek word, kvriakos. which means "belonging to the Lord." Above
all, we need to get that straight and keep it straight. The Church is God's church
and not ours. As with so many other things in life, we exercise stewardship over
the Church and over its possessions, but they do not belong to us. Nor do they exist
for our sake.

We may receive a great deal of comfort, strength, and satisfaction from the
church. I hope we do. But that does not mean the Church exists for what w£ get
out of it. As a matter of fact, it is just the opposite. The Church exists for what we
can put into it. It is a vehicle through which we channel the abilities and
resources God has loaned to us so they may be used in God's service and for God's
glory. And the very word, itself, traced to its root meaning, reminds us that the
Church belongs to God.

But the New Testament word for "church" is not kvriakos: it is ekklesia.
which is also instructive. It means "called out", and it refers to those who are
called together for some special purpose. And that is exactly what we are. In John
15, verse 16, Jesus said, "You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide .. .."

Once more we find that the emphasis is on God even though, from our point
of view, it may not seem that way. When we join a church it may feel as though
we make the decision and make it for our own purposes. And, at one level, we
probably do. But, in reality, if a church is really the Church and not just another
club for the self-centered and the self-serving, it is God's call and God's purpose
that are most important.

Thirdly, we would do well to remember the words of this morning's
scripture: "So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God . . . ." Those ancient






