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TEXT: 1 John 4:20 "If any one says, 1 love God/ and hates his brother, he is a
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God

whom he has not seen."

I hope that all of you will take the time to go upstairs to the Coffee Hour this
morning. Not just for the fellowship and refreshments we always have on the
second Sunday of the month, but to visit our Board of Benevolence Missions Fair.

A substantial part of our church budget goes to missions, and the Fair will
give you a better idea where that money goes. Or at least where part of it goes. We
do not have space enough to show all forty-seven of the projects we support world
wide, so today we are concentrating on those that are closest to home. But, close to
home or not, missions play a very special part in the life of the church.

One of the most famous ministers in the nineteenth century, Phillips
Brooks, was asked one day what he would do if he were called to a church so run
down that it was almost ready to close its doors. And, without a moment's
hesitation, Brooks replied, "I would take up an offering for missions."

The logic behind that answer is simple. The whole basis of Christianity is
love. Not just God's love for us, as important as that is, but our love for others, as
well. Sometimes we forget that it takes both. We may nod approvingly at the verse
in this morning's scripture that says, "In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us * (1 John 4:10)

But we sometimes forget the part that says, ". . . If God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another." (I John 4:11) And the part that says, "If any one says,
'I love God', and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen." (1 John 4:20)

But what does John mean by love? The best answer I can give to that is
found in these familiar words from First Corinthians, chapter thirteen:

"Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the
right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never ends."






