
Luke 10:25-37 Philip A. Muth

"WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?"
October 4,1992

TEXT: Luke 10:29 "But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, 'And who is
my neighbor?'"

When I hear this story, I am reminded once again that questions can be
asked for many kinds of reasons. The most obvious -and most justifiable— is in
search of information. I think, for instance, hearing about a little boy who came
to his father and asked, "Daddy, why is the sky blue?" And his father answered,
"I don't know." A little while later the boy came back and asked, "Daddy, how
deep is the ocean?" Once more his father answered, "I don't know." A third time
the little boy came back and asked, "Daddy, do you mind my asking you all these
questions?" And his father replied, "Of course not, Son. How else are you ever
going to learn?"

But sometimes questions are not really looking for an answer. Instead they
are meant to show how smart the questioner is. I had an experience like that
once. It was at my ordination, and having read my ordination paper, I was being
questioned about my theology. I do not remember what I had just said, but I shall
never forget the young student-minister who raised his hand and asked, "Do you
mean that existentially or ontologically?" To this day I am convinced that he was
not looking for information; he was showing off his theological vocabulary.

Questions can also be used as a teaching device, as we saw in this
morning's scripture. While Jesus was talking about eternal life, "Behold, a
lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?'" And, instead of just giving him the answer, Jesus replied, "What is
written in the law? How do you read?" He wanted to help the lawyer discover an
answer he already knew.

And it worked. The lawyer answered, "You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with
all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." And Jesus said to him, "You
have answered right; plo_ this, and you will live."

But then the lawyer asked another question for still another reason. One of
my favorite stories is about a man who said to a friend, "When I ask you a
question, why do you always answer with another question?" And his friend
replied, *T)o I do that?" Sometimes a question can be used to avoid the issue.

Luke tells us that this lawyer, "desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus,
'And who is my neighbor?'" Jesus, you see, had asked for a commitment. "Do
this, and you will live." But the lawyer did not want to do; he wanted to talk.






