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There are conscientious persons today who, though sincere about their faith,
nevertheless have difficulty perceiving how their lives relate to what happens in worship on
Sunday morning. For others worship is regarded as entirely an incidental, optional. They do
not take it seriously orlook uponit as an essential part of each Christian's duty and privilege.
When they ask, "Why worship?" we need to have a response which we have thought about
and that is at least meaningful to us. In its most basic sense, the nature of worship is the joyful
abandon that comes when we meet and are met by God.

I.

This morning, I would like for us to consider several reasons for worship. First,
through worship we can gain a more grand perspective on life and a greater identity as people.
From our lives during the week, there are those of us who bring new joys, happiness, successes,
challenges and opportunities which may have been experienced and shared with family,
friends, neighbors orbusiness associates (over coffee or lunch, the backyard fence, or the
phone). From our lives this week some bring misunderstandings, fears, hurts - possibly
heartbreak. And some have perhaps in the privacy of their homes attempted to talk with a
spouse or a child, or parent; but now sit here with feelings muddled, and unresolved pain.

Whatever experiences were ours this week (and likely for most of us it was a mixture of
both good and ill, success and failure) and whatever we have or have not shared with others, in
worship now we bring ourselves, all that we are before God, acknowledging that "In God we
live and move and have our being," and in whom the secrets of our hearts, are lovingly
understood.

As humans, we live life with its peaks and valleys, joys and sorrow, ease and struggle,
but as Christians in worship, our relating changes from that on a strictly human plane to one
offering a new perspective of ourselves before the God. Worship is the tribute of the finite to
the Infinite, the imperfect to the Perfect, the creature to the Creator.

In a very real sense, we are here as individuals; no one else feels or knows first hand,
our personal experiences and thoughts. For some this leads then to view life very
individualistically, and some then declare that they then can worship God alone. It is true. But
Calvin Coolidge's response to the question, "Can't I worship God in the green fields?" was
characteristically to the point: "You can - but you won't." (I imagine he spoke from personal
experience.)

None knewbetter than Jesus that God could be worshiped anywhere. He found support
for his spiritual communion in quiet meditation and private prayer under the open sky.
Nevertheless, he was regular in his participation in public worship. Therein, Jesus identified
himself with the whole People of God, the community of faith.

It hasbeensaid that there is no such thing as a solitary Christian. In biblical times the
sense of community was strong and highly significant for thousands of years. The People of
God understood themselves as a "covenant community." Tragically, we have lost much of that
sense today, and we need to recover it! Through corporate worship we not only affirm that this
identity is important to us, but by our presence we nurture and sustain that fellowship for one
another.








