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Text: 7 have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance" (Lk. 5:32).

Levi, sometimes known as Matthew, had all sorts of power
given him by the Roman government to collect money for taxes. Levi
had all sorts of power. He could collect the poll tax from men ages
14 to 65 and from women ages 12 to 65. People had to pay the poll
tax simply for the privilege of existing. Levi collected a ground tax
which demanded 10% of all crops grown and 20% of all wine and oil.
Then there was the income tax which exacted 1% of a person's annual
income. (Compared to our annual percentages that's not too bad.) A
tax was imposed upon the main roads, the harbors, and the markets.
Levi could extort them in any of these locations in his district. A
tax was also imposed upon a cart, each wheel on it, and the animal
used to pull it. There were sales taxes, import and export duties,
and many more ways to receive money. One popular method was to
force a person traveling down a road to unpack belongings and charge
whatever seemed appropriate to the apparent wealth of the traveler.
All in all, nobody knew exactly what their taxes were. It was kept a
secret. Levi had to collect at least the legal amount and whatever
more he could rake in was his own to keep.

Levi had a lot of power, but his status in society was on the
same level as that of a robber and a murderer. Then, one day,
something remarkable happened to Levi. He was sitting at the tax
office when along came this man Jesus who simply said, "Follow
me!" and he left everything and followed him. I have questions about
this wondrous event. In fact, these same questions apply to most of
the other disciples who were working at their tasks, living with
their families, and basically caught up in the daily routines of their
lives when along comes Jesus who says, "Follow me!" Did Levi know
him? Had he studied this man? Did he do a background check on this
wandering carpenter from Galilee? There is no apparent evidence
that Levi ever laid eyes upon him before that day at the tax office.
And then he, like all the others, left everything, and followed Jesus
the Christ.








