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TEXT: John 8:39 "... If you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of
Abraham."

Some thirty years ago, in an Independence Day sermon entitled "The
Religious Foundations of Our Government," H. Richard Rasmusson wrote:

"We need to educate for democracy. Youth should be taught
early where the foundations of our democracy are. Education of a
purely secular kind with no discussion of the religious roots of
Western civilization and freedom is a partially false education.
Democracy as we think of it in the West in terms of its highest ideals
is the servant of justice and freedom and human dignity. But these
are the fruits of a religious faith and a religious conviction that man
is a creature of worth and dignity . . . because made in the image of
God. Separate our highest democratic values from the religious soil
that produced them, and soon they become like "cut flowers," and
die."

Yet separating our democratic values from the religious soil which
produced them is exactly what we see taking place all around us. The separation
of church and state, which, by the way, is found in the Soviet constituion, but not
in our own, is being used to justify all kinds of obscenities. High school and
college text books often list only economic motives for the colonization of the New
World. In our public schools, we are encouraged to hand out condoms, but
forbidden to hand out Bibles. And, in recent weeks, the U. S. Supreme Court has
ruled that the Ku Klux Klan must be allowedto burn crosses, but prayers may no_fc
be used in high school commencement exercises.

When I hear things like that, I am reminded of Robert M. Hutchins (1899-
1977), onetime President of the University of Chicago, who wrote, "The death of
democracy is not likely to be an assassination from ambush. It will be a slow
extinction from apathy, indifference, and undernourishment." Well, I see not
only undernourishment, but out and out starvation, in the misguided notion that
our young people must somehow be "protected" from religion.

Nothing in our history indicates that the government should be
independent of moral and religious values. The very first official act of the U.S.
Congress formed under our Constitution was to select a chaplain. And the
second was to authorize the purchase of 20,000 Bibles to give to the Indians. No
church or denomination has a right to any special privilege in our system of






