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TEXT: Romans 8:28-39 "We know that in everything God works for good with
those who love Him, who are called according to His purposes."

One of the most tender and appealing moments in the Bible is found in the
ninth chapter of Mark's Gospel. It takes place just after the story of the
Transfiguration. As Jesus is coming down from the mountain, he is met by a
man whose young son suffers from epilepsy. Frantically, the distressed father
begs for Jesus' help. "If you can." he pleads, "have pity on us and help us."

"If vou can!" Jesus answers. "All things are possible to him who believes."
And, with an honesty born of desperation, that father speaks for most of us when
he blurts out, "Lord, I do believe; help, my unbelief!"

Over the years, I have met a good many people who echoed that father's
anguished cry. There is so much in the Bible and about life that they wanted to
believe, that they desperately needed to believe, but which, in all honesty, they
could not believe, or could believe only in part. And their integrity would not let
them pretend otherwise. "Lord, I believe! Help my unbelief!"

For many, this morning's scripture begins with just such a passage.
There, in the eighth chapter of Romans, verse twenty-eight, with a confidence all
can admire, but few can imitate, St. Paul asserts, "For we know that in
evei^rthing God works for good with those who love Him, who are called according
to His purpose."

I am sure that most of us would like to believe that! What strength and joy
it would give us if we could believe it! But, for many, there are doubts. Perhaps
they do not reject the idea altogether, but they do not really believe it either. Lord,
we do believe; help our unbelief!

The problem, of course, is in the word, "everything." All but the most
cynical can see good in the things which bring us pleasure and happiness. In the
beauty of nature, in the birth of a healthy, wanted child, in acts of love and
bravery. These we count as blessings, and we can all see good in them.

And most of us would even admit that sometimes things which seem to be
bad can actually lead to something good. In my previous church, for instance,
there was a man who graduated from Purdue University at the very worst of the
Depression. He was a Physical Education major, an All American Tackle, and
hoped to get the only job he knew of in the area, as Football Coach at a nearby high






