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TEXT: Revelation 21:3-4 ". . . and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
"Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have
passed away.'"

This is the ninth Covenant Class that we have received during my ministry
here. Each time I have called it a red-letter day for the church. And each time I
meant it. It is always a special time when a church welcomes new members, and
when those members are our own children, many of them baptized right here and
brought up through our own Sunday School, then it is a very special day indeed.

But, as I said in my Thoughts To Share this week, it is special only if these
young men and women remain active in the church now that they are members.
Too many members of past classes seem to have drifted away as soon as the
Covenant Class Dinner was over. For them, apparently, confirmation meant an
end to something, not a beginning.

Yet, it i& a beginning. Or, at least, it should be. The beginning of a
wonderful lifelong adventure, the chance to become part of God's new creation, to
help bring about that glorious future which God has in mind for our world. Just
what that future is we heard in this morning's scripture. There we read these
words: "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth . . . and I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them; he
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things have
passed away.1"

If you look at those words carefully, you will see that they fall into two major
parts. The first talks about our relationship with God: "He will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them." And the second
deals with God's will for the world. I especially like the King James Version:
"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain . . . ."
(Rev 21:4)

And those two parts correspond exactly to the stated purpose of this church:
"The purpose of this church shall be to bind together followers of Jesus Christ for






