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TEXT: Mark 16:6 "And he said to them, Do not be amazed; you
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he

is not here; see the place where they laid him.'"

I am glad that the Easter story did not end where I stopped
this morning. "And they said nothing to any one, for they were
afraid." Strangely enough, however, that is exactly where some
of the early copies of Mark's Gospel do stop. And today many
copies of the Revised Standard Version end there, too, adding as
a kind of footnote, "Other texts and versions add as 16:9-20 the
following passage:"

But, of course, events did not stop there. They could not
have stopped there. If those who saw the empty tomb had never
told anyone, that first Easter would have been forgotten
centuries ago. And we would have been much the poorer, for what
a marvelous celebration Easter is! We come together on grassy
knolls, on sandy beaches, on mountain tops, as well as in our
regular places of worship. We come to churches fairly bursting
with people and bubbling over with the most glorious music ever
written.

And, as we let the music, and the prayers, and the Easter
story bathe us in the joy and wonder of the day, our hearts and
lives are filled with a melody of their own. Even on days like
this, when the weather fails to co-operate, there is still plenty
of sunshine —in our hearts and on our faces. For most of us,
the celebration of Easter is one of life's wonderful experiences.

But this morning I would like us to consider something more
wonderful. Something we can have, not only on Easter, but every
day of the year. Something that can fill our lives with joy and
peace and power. To celebrate Easter is a wonderful thing, to be
sure, but even more wonderful —and much more important— is to
"live" it. To live it every day of our lives. And that is what
I would like us to think about this morning.

To "live" Easter means to trust in a triumphant God. Easter
affirms, as nothing else can, that God is more than just the
Creator of the world. He is its Ruler, too. And all of us need
to hear that now and then. Too often we forget. When things are
going well, we give ourselves a little pat on the back and ignore
God altogether. And, when they are going badly, we question
whether God exists, and, if so, whether He really cares.

Like the eighteenth century Deists, we may recognize the
power of God in the wonders of creation. We may even cherish








