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TEXT: Luke 19:42 "... Would that even today you knew the
things that make for peace! But now they are hid from your

eyes."

Once again it is Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week. A
moment ago we heard the familiar story of Jesus entry into
Jerusalem. Or, at least, we heard part of it. But I suspect we
did not need to hear it all. We know what happened. We have
heard it so often that we almost know it by heart.

We know that, when they drew near to Bethphage and Bethany,
Jesus called two of his disciples and said to them, 'Go into the
village opposite, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on
which no one has ever yet sat; untie it and bring it here. And
they did as Jesus told them and brought the colt to him. (Luke
19:29-35)

Then came the part which I did read, what is sometimes
called the triumphant entry up into Jerusalem, with great crowds
of people lining the way, spreading their garments on the road,
waving branches in the air, and shouting with great exuberance,
"Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!"

Everyone, it seems, was having a grand and glorious time
—everyone except Jesus. For Luke tells us that when M saw the
city he began to weep. Actually "wail" would be a better term,
for the word used here in Greek is frlajp, which means to sob
loudly. But wJi£ did he weep? Certainly not for himself. Jesus
was not like that. He wept for the people of Jerusalem.

Even though he knew they would soon turn against him, even
though he realized that they were cheering only because they
thought he was something he was not, even though he understood
that a few days later many of those same voices would be raised
against him, yet he wept for them. Why? Because he knew they
were blind, and that their blindness was leading them to their
own destruction.

Luke tells us that when Jesus drew near and saw the city he
wept over it, saying, "Would that,even today you knew the f|things
that make for peace! But now they are hid from your eyes. <LuKe
19:41-42) And what a terrible price they would pay. For tne
days shall come upon you, when jrour enemies will cast up a bank
about you and surround you, and hem you in on every side, and
dash you to the ground, you and your children within you, and








