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TEXT: Mark 10:43-44 "... But whoever would be great among you
must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you

must be slave of all."

I wonder if the hymn we just sang brought back any memories
for the rest of you. It certainly did for me. I have not sung
it for years, but, when I was a boy in Sunday School, we sang it
almost every Sunday. We may not have sung it very well, but we
sang it with all kinds of enthusiasm.

I think, if I tried, I could almost hear those youthful
voices singing still: "I would be true, for there are those who
trust me. I would be pure, for there are those who care. I
would be strong, for there is much to suffer. I would be brave
for there is much to dare, I would be brave,for there is much to
dare." No doubt there are those today who consider those words
to be "corny", but they challenged generation after generation of
boys and girls to live the Christian life. I am not sure, but
they may even have been one reason why I became a minister.

I remember singing them with great gusto, not just because
the tune was so simple that even children could sing it, but
because I thrilled to the words. Somehow it seemed a great thing
to me that I should be true if there were those who trusted me,
that I ought to be pure if there were those who cared. And I can
not help but feel that young and old alike would be better off
today if we took those words to heart more often.

But what exactly do they mean? And specifically, what does
it mean to be true? True to whom? As a boy, I thought it meant
being true to others, being truthful and dependable. And I still
think it means that. But, now that I am older, and hopefully
more mature, I see another meaning, too. One that lies at the
very heart of the Christian life. And that is what I would like
to share with you this morning: what it means to be true to God.

We have one answer in the psalm we read together a few
minutes ago: "Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the
seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and
on his law he meditates day and night." (Psalms 1:1-2) And, on
that basis most of us come off pretty well. In all probability,
we are not scoffers or we would not be here this morning. And
most of us are not notorious sinners or what one would be likely
to call "wicked."








